Wed. Mar. 8, 1939
RE: MARIAL ANDERSOR

Today, we have sent the following acknowledement to incuirers from chapters in the
following states:

Calie - 1
Illinois -- 1

Iowa — 1
Michigean - 1
Minnesota - 1
New Hampshire -- 1k
New Jersey - 2
New York — 3
Pennsylvania -- 5
Rhode Island —- 1
Weet Virginia -- 1
Wisconsin - 2

totalling 20 - in addition to those herewith attached

This represents only a portion of what is here.

Remairing unanswered, to date, are 18 more letters from chepters, which we will ack.
tomorrow, as per those written to today.

-

This will meen that this will epply to the State Regents for information. They
mey, of course, think this ie too much trouble, and let the matter drop, which we
hope they will.

I expect the State Regents will respond, altho ymmxx some of them are incuiring, as
you see.

You will remember, this ack. was your first instruction, and we have carried this out
only in cases where the'letters were from chapters or members.

I am trying to sum this situation up - "in & gouple of nutshells", as it were, s0 you
can get the picturell

Please do not overlook Mrs. Sisson's letter, which I am attaching.

MS
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"m. Illinois.
m ‘. lm.

Zditor,

Chicage Ferald & Examiner
Chieago, Illinots, g

Dear 24y:
Awtmamzmumhmammnmn«m
Daughters of the smeriean Revolution to allow iarion Anderson the
motmmlmn.mm.n.c..utxmm-mum
mmpmmnmmwmmmmm.m.
mumtmuortumuw. leln&nhmudhhwh;
.mmm.uumomurmummutmm
meeting when this matier was dlscussed,
mwmswmmcmuw»wmramnw
n»m«mursm. April 9th, The manager informed
thwpnmntmsnmmoﬂmwrwﬂatah.
mvhuumror.mmumnu.umm-rmmuqm
mucrmammum.mbmumzmmcormmu
other than white artists, Previous to this time each applieation
was sonsldered on 1ts merit, with the result that many diffioulties
and uisunderstandings arose. This ruling has nover darred golored
persons from the sudience.
mmuuormmmwmuym.nm
m.ummormmmm-mwm.m-
c1mn¢mm1uumcrmunhmmz. The Doard of
Edueation of the Dstrict has separated negro and white students,
and Congress governs the affsirs of the District, including the
educational system, Hany commercial halls and theatres have
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A 2
lbnn;d this exanple in catering to the publie, Constitution

Hall is privately owned and was paid for by contributions of membere
from all over the ecountry. The rentals received from concerts
ﬂlummnmubfmthnwofmnm;:mmm
for the annual meetings of the membership. It cannot be classed
with halle that are purely commereiasl and maintained for profit,
although 1t does pay a considerable tax to the government decause

of these rental receipts.

It 1s an astounding fact that immediately following the interview
between the coneert sponsors and the manager of Constitution Hall,

a publiecity campaign of eriticism started by way of letters to the
loecal press, and letters and telegrame to headquarters. The manager
had suggested the right of appeal to the national board of management
for a reversal of poliey, but no such appeal was reeceived until after
publie opinion began to take sides on a question of which it had
heard only one side!

In voting to maintain the poliey that was forced upon them by
cireumstances seven years ago (and waived on several occasions since
then), the nationsl bozrd made no attempt to set itself up as a
eritic of art, nor to pass jJjudgment upon the prevailing sentiament
and custom of the capital eity. In view of this condition, for
which the D.A.R. 18 in no way responesidle, one wondere why the crities
have not gone to the root of the matter instead of singling out

this one group for attack,

Sinecerely,

Ers, Vinton . Sisson Librarian General, H.5.D.A.R.
Telephone Tinn, 3511



