Household Expenses

The following pages come from Madam Johnson’s
Present: Or, Every Young Woman’s Companion, in
Useful and Universal Knowledge, published in Dublin in

1770.

While the expenses were applicable to Great Britain
and may be slightly different for the American
colonies, it will give you an idea of the kinds of
expenses people had at the time and the relative
worth of various items and services.

America used the monetary system of Great Britain
(although they also supplemented their coins with
those from many different countries). Prices were
calculated in pounds (l.), shillings (s.), pence (d.), and
farthings (f.).

1 pound = 20 shillings

1 shilling = 12 pence (plural of penny)

1 penny = 4 farthings
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The sbove Table fhews how much may be expended, or due,
monthly, weekly and daily, according to the yearly Allowance of
any Sum from 1 1. to 1oool. inclufive, The fractional Partsofs
Farthing, in the daily Article, are added or omitted, as they ex-
ceed or are under the Half of that Coin: and the Month ia this
‘Table, and the next, is computed at 28 Days; but in the general
Calculation 365 Days are allowed to the Year.
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