
Letters 

 

Reading and writing were considered separate skills 

in the 1700s, and taught as such. Many people could 

read but not write. 

Literacy in the American colonies varied based on 

gender, race, and socio-economic status. Literacy was 

generally higher in New England than the mid-Atlantic 

and the South; higher in cities than in rural areas; and 

higher among European-Americans than African-

Americans. 

Letters were an important method of communication. 

For those who could read and write, it allowed them 

to communicate long-distance. Instructional books 

often included sample letters for people to copy or 

use as a template.  The topics ranged from personal 

to business matters. 
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The Young Secretary’s Guide, 1764 

Every Young Woman’s Companion, 1770 

 

(202) 879-3241  museum@dar.org  www.dar.org/museum  

This program is made possible by the generous contributions of NSDAR donors. 

mailto:museum@dar.org
http://www.dar.org/museum


Letter fro
m

 Jem
m

a 

R
o

b
b

in
s to

 h
er sister, 178

1 

D
A

R
 A

m
erican

a Co
llectio

n
 

  

(2
0

2
) 8

7
9

-3
2

4
1

 
 m

u
seu

m
@

d
ar.o

rg 
 w

w
w

.d
ar.o

rg/m
u

se
u

m
  

Th
is p

ro
g

ra
m

 is m
a

d
e p

o
ssib

le b
y th

e g
en

ero
u

s co
n

trib
u

ti
o

n
s o

f N
SD

A
R

 d
o

n
o

rs. 

mailto:museum@dar.org
http://www.dar.org/museum


Letter fro
m

 

A
b

ig
ail A

d
am

s 

to
 R

everen
d

 

Jo
h

n
 Sh

aw
, 178

5 

(p
ag

e 1 o
f 3) 

D
A

R
 A

m
erican

a 

Co
llectio

n
 

  

(2
0

2
) 8

7
9

-3
2

4
1

 
 m

u
seu

m
@

d
ar.o

rg 
 w

w
w

.d
ar.o

rg/m
u

se
u

m
  

Th
is p

ro
g

ra
m

 is m
a

d
e p

o
ssib

le b
y th

e g
en

ero
u

s co
n

trib
u

ti
o

n
s o

f N
SD

A
R

 d
o

n
o

rs. 

mailto:museum@dar.org
http://www.dar.org/museum


Letter fro
m

 

A
b

ig
ail A

d
am

s 

to
 R

everen
d

 

Jo
h

n
 Sh

aw
, 178

5 

(p
ag

e 2 o
f 3) 

D
A

R
 A

m
erican

a 

Co
llectio

n
 

  

(2
0

2
) 8

7
9

-3
2

4
1

 
 m

u
seu

m
@

d
ar.o

rg 
 w

w
w

.d
ar.o

rg/m
u

se
u

m
  

Th
is p

ro
g

ra
m

 is m
a

d
e p

o
ssib

le b
y th

e g
en

ero
u

s co
n

trib
u

ti
o

n
s o

f N
SD

A
R

 d
o

n
o

rs. 

mailto:museum@dar.org
http://www.dar.org/museum


Letter fro
m

 

A
b

ig
ail A

d
am

s 

to
 R

everen
d

 

Jo
h

n
 Sh

aw
, 178

5 

(p
ag

e 3 o
f 3) 

D
A

R
 A

m
erican

a 

Co
llectio

n
 

  

(2
0

2
) 8

7
9

-3
2

4
1

 
 m

u
seu

m
@

d
ar.o

rg 
 w

w
w

.d
ar.o

rg/m
u

se
u

m
  

Th
is p

ro
g

ra
m

 is m
a

d
e p

o
ssib

le b
y th

e g
en

ero
u

s co
n

trib
u

ti
o

n
s o

f N
SD

A
R

 d
o

n
o

rs. 

mailto:museum@dar.org
http://www.dar.org/museum

