Letters

Reading and writing were considered separate skills
in the 1700s, and taught as such. Many people could
read but not write.

Literacy in the American colonies varied based on
gender, race, and socio-economic status. Literacy was
generally higher in New England than the mid-Atlantic
and the South; higher in cities than in rural areas; and
higher among European-Americans than African-

Americans.

Letters were an important method of communication.

For those who could read and write, it allowed them
to communicate long-distance. Instructional books
often included sample letters for people to copy or
use as a template. The topics ranged from personal
to business matters.

LETTER of Counfel i from an Aunt to ber, Niece.

. Dear Cottfpne <
Cannot but exprefls the Joy I.conceive to_hear thit,
- you take your Learning 10’ well, and are fp diligent
therein ; the which that yqu would perlévere in, would
yet add morelo rpy‘C,om?_or—;, ; efpecially whep I confi-:
der that thercby you will not only be freed from evil
Company and evil Imaginations, too frequently-the A-
tendants of Idlenefs, buat.that, Dear Child, you will be
enzbled 16 obtain, when you come to Years of moge Ma-
turity, both Credit and Advantage ; when thcfe that
have fquander'd away their Youth in Idlenefs, ‘mutt be
contented to come fhort of either : Wherefore, that you
may sccomplifh ‘what you hgve begun; be circumf{pedt
and diligent “therein ; as you expet to coniinue iu the
Favgur of het whois, Your loving Junt,-A. W.

The Young Secretary’s Guide, 1764
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" LETTER fromu Wife 16 ber abifent Husbard.

My Dear, ' _ -»
Y,OU cannot imagire how tedious your Abfence has
been. and at prefent is to Her, who is your tender

and loving Wife. Alas! I lit;le thought when you left
me, that [ fhould have been fo long feparated from’ the
Man whofe Company I fo much value and efteem, which

might, were I not confident of your true "Affeftions,

cblige mie to tax ycu with Coldnefs aud Dif-réfpe&. .In-
deed, [ received your Letter, whegein you tell me of

fome unexpected Bufinefs that does detsin you: It may

be you have ; but could not that have been deferréd tiilla

f.rtker Opportunity, or dohe in lefs Time than you have
been abfent ? I am almoft of ap Opinion that the one or
the other might have been : Eut, however, My Duar,
Hoping that you will not ‘for the fature, difpenfe with
any thing that may create a Delay, I thall conftrue what

is paft to the beft Advantage on your Part, and'in earneft”

ExpeQation of your good Company, fubfcribe myfelf;
- . Your, oving and affeltionate Wife, "E. B.

The Young Secretary’s Guide, 1764
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Selec? Familiar LE T T E R S on feveral Oc-

cafions, peculiarly calculated for tbhe Service
of our Female Pupils. :

LETTER IIL

From a Tradefman’s Wife in the City to ber Net:gbiour',
that wanted a good Cook. :
Madam, :

HE laft Time we drank Tea together, you intimat-
ed, to me, that you was at a great Lofs for-a tho-
rough Cook. The Bearer hereof has lived five Years
in a Merchant’s Service, and would not have removed,
but that fhe was unfortunately feized with the Small Pox,
and has fince been in the Country for the Recovery of her
Health. She is now perfettly well, and no ways disfi-
gured by that malignant Diftemper. She has made, it is
true, her Application to her late Miftrefs, to be received
iito her Family again; but the Lady happened, it feems,
to be provided to herentire Satisfaction. She is very rea-
dy, however, and willing, to give her the beft of Cha-
rafters. You may depend on it, from me that fhe is ftrict-
ly honeft, perfectly fober, of a ver{ obliging Difpofition,
and, in fhort, every Way well qualified for the Perfor-
mance of what fhe promifes to undertake. If you pleafe
to give yourfelf the Trouble of paying 4 Vifit to her for-
mer Miftrefs, T doubt not in the leait but fhelll confirm
what I have here ventured to fay in her Behalf. It is my
humble Opinion, you may waita long Time before you
find out one more fit for your Purpofe. If upon Inquiry
you thould approve of her, I fhall be glad of being the

Meansof bringing you together.

am, Madum,

. Your mofl obedient bumble Serwant, E.F.

Every Young Woman’s Companion, 1770
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