From Anna Green Winslow, age 12
November 30, 1771
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I hope aunt wont let me
wear the black hatt with the red Dominie — for the
people will ask me what I have got to sell as I
go along street if I do, or, how the folk at New gui
nie do ? Dear mamma, you dont know the fation
here — I beg to look like other folk. You dont kno
what a stir would be made in sudbury street,
were | to make my appearance there in my red Domi
nie & black Hatt. But the old cloak & bonnett together
will make me a decent bonnett for common ocation
(I like that) aunt says, its a pitty some of the ribbin
you sent wont do for the Bonnet. — I must now
close up this Journal With Duty, Love, & Compli
ments as due, perticularly to my Dear little brother
(Ilong to see him) & Mrs. Law, I will write to her soon.

I am Hon d Papa & mama,
Yr ever Dutiful Daughter

Anne Green Winslow.
N. B. My aunt Deming

dont approve of my English
& has not the fear that you will think her concernd in the
Diction.



Letter writing was important in the 1700s.
Instructional books of the time sometimes
included sample letters so that students could
learn how to write different kinds of letters to
family, friends, and even for business.

From The Young Secretary’s Guide, 1764:

"LETTER of Thaoks JSor a Kindnefs received . o

Moft Bountiful Sir, . : 7

¥ OW can I witheut Blufhes make you fo poor a.

: Retum-as Thanks, for the many and weighty
bligations you have laid upon me! Yet tho’ I be
wanting in making no Acknowledgment of your Kind-
refs, not only you, but all Mankind, might juitly ax
me with Higratitude ; from the Imputation of which,
above all other Crimes, I defire to be moft fice. I
moft mtveat you therefore, to-fuffer this my flender Of.
firingto approach you, and m fonve Meafure infinvate
into your good Opmien, till fuch Time as my Abili-
ties may {peak louder, what my Defires with Willing.
nefs are framing : And fo, Sir, with all imaginable

-

Refpeét, hegging to be excufed for my no better Per. "
I muft till a more feafonable Opportunity
of Requital offers itfelf, lic under the Weight of your -

formance, -

Favours, and fubfcribe myfelf, S
: - Your-moft dutifed and obliged Serwane,” J. F.
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From The American Instructor, 1758:
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. A Letter Sfrom a:Mc‘ul P Iz_qi_ /{;{;_z;. -
o London, th Dec: .',';,756‘

Cdadim, P D
HE Trouble I have already given you, puts me to
‘the Blufl, when I think of imtradiag again- on- your
Goodnefy; but Neceflity, .that frequeatly puts us.upen what
we have not always a Mind to, and forces us agairft our

Tuclinations, ismow the Motive that induees me ¢ .bethus

- troyblefome. Pray dearMadam, -excale me, if J ohce more

beg your Afliftance in this Time of my aglucky Misforsu:e,
and | fhall eyer nave a graseful Remembraace of your Goofl-
nefs to me ; sl hope I fail be one Time or other in'a
Capacity of making fome Retwsns of the many Obligsiions
your-Goodsaefs hath codteised apon me,. your moft refpectful |
NiM,_ RS R o L E '.f: o -
o S Al bumble Servant, T
" . .. Penclope Pinch,

A l_"e}fer:,af prq?’?r’d Affiftance to a, Friend.

,Dlgr Friead, .

Should be falfe.to true Frief#tdfhip, if I fhould negle& or
I caflt off my Friend in Adverfity; T hearing that you are.
under fome Misfortune, and, at prefent fomewhat pinch’d
with Want, I fend you thefe Lines for your Confolation,
defi irig you to bear up againkt yeur ill Luck with as much
Frefence of Mind as you can; for affure yourfelf, I fhall
fuddenly follow this-Epiftle in Perfon, and <ome, I hope,
opportunely enough to your Affiltance;-"till which ‘lime,
take Coirage, and be affured: that you fhali not be difapt
poiated of timely Help, from, dear Friend, S U
C . ~ Yours, inReality, .

Timothy Timely.
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