FACTS CONCERNIKG THE KANWAGEMENT CF CONSTITUTION HALL .
DATING FROM 1929 to 1940,
By the Manager, Fred E. Hand

The first concert given in Constitution Hall was held under
the management of lrs. Wilson-Greene on November 2, 1929, Prior to
this time the Executive Committee on October 20-23, 1929, passed a
ruling setting aside a small group of seats for negroes who wished
to attend concerts. So far as I know, this is the first time thsat
any theater or auditorium in Washington, catering to a white clientele,
recognized that negroes should be permitted to hear world rencwned
artists.

In the summer of 1930 a blanket contract was entered into
with Mrs. Wilson-Greene for a serles of concerts wherein the artists
were not named. By the terms of that contract Mrs. Wilson-Greene
presented Roland Hayes, celebrated negro tenor on January 31, 1931.

In December, 1930, the Metropolitan Musical EBureau of New
York applled for use of the Hall for & concert to be given by Paul
Robeson, negro baritone. On December 10, 1930, the Executive
Committee refused this request,

In February, 1931, this Society sntered into a contract with
the T. Arthur Smith Concert Bureau for a concert to be given by the
Hampton Instltute Cholr (colored) on iarch 21, 1931, tihe proceceds of
which were to bc used to crecct a Negro War iemorlal in the District
of Columbisa. By the terms of thls contract sale of seats to nezgroes
was restricted te two hundred in Scctions H and 0 of the Tiers, the
lessec agreelng to refund purchase pricc of tickets held by negroes
in other parts of tho auditorium. So rmch pressure was brought to
bear upon the committee sponsering .this concert that the Daughters
of the Amcrican Revolutlion walved its contractual rights in the
matter and pormitted the sale of tickets to negroes in any part of
the guditorium.

A few days later an cpen letter in the New York Tribune severdly
clticised the D.A,R. for not coopsreting withh the negroes. All of the
facts contalned In this.letter werc untrue and based on the terms of
the original contraect rather than of thoe actual happenings. This letter
was signed by an orficial of the Natlonal Assoclation for tiie Advance-
ment of Cclorsd People,

A8 a result of this criticism and the unwillingness of the origi-
nal sponsors of the concert to restrict the sale of tickets as per their
contract, an application made in April, 1931, for the use of the
Hall by the Cclumbian Educational Association (colored) for a conven=-
tion to be held in July, 1931, was refused by our Executive Committee
ont April 11, 1931,

From that timc forward we had. s3cveral appllcations for the use
of the Hall by colored groups and for the presentation of colored artists,
so that on karch 25, 1932, tho Executive Committee by ruling instructed
the lianager of Constitution Hell to inscrt the words "White Artists
Only" in a&ll contracts for the usc of Constitution Hall.
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On April 5th, 1932, we received a letter from Walter White,
Sceretary of the National Assoclation for the Advancement of Colored
Pecople, requesting the use of the Er2ll on Sunday, Moy 22nd, 1932,
for a colored mass meeting at which time Mr. White was advised that
the Hall was not available.

On January 14th, 1936, V.D. Johngton, Treasurer of Howard
Univeresity, requestcd the use of the Hall for a recital by Marian
Anderson, ot which time I sugpested that he addrese a communication
to the National Board of Management, National Society, Daushtere of
the American Revolution. 8o far as I know the application to the
Board was ncver made and there was no further comment from Foward
University on the subject.

About the middle of January, 1239, Mr. Johnston and
Mr. Cohen, of Howard University, called on me to make oral applica-
tion for the use of Constitution Hall on Sunday, April 9th. It was
explained to them that the Hall would not be available to them on
that date beccause of a contractual obligation with the Nationnl
Symphony Orchestra. They then proposed to make an effort to change
the date, at which timc I advised them that 1t would be impoecible
for me to book Miss Anderson in the Hall because of the rectriction
placed upon ne by the Executive ruling of March 23rd, 1932, and I
suggeeted to them that if they sought a waiver of this ruling that
they address a letter to the Nationsl Board of Management which
would meet early in February.

About two days later in the Waeghington Herald an open
letter signecd by V.D. Johnston appeared, criticising the D.A.R. for
its stand without an effort having been made to get the permission
of our Board of Management. '

On January 25th, I received » letter from Mr. S. Hurok,
Migs Anderson's lanager, telling me that he had been sdvieed that
the concert could not be held on April 9th because of our policy of
not permitting the appearance of negro artists. I replicd tc ¥r,
Furck's letter on January 2£5th telling hinm, ss I had t0ld the
original applicants, that the Hall was not available on April 9th
and suggested that i1f he wished to request a walver of policy that
he address n communicatlon to Mrs. Robert, our President General,
This is the only communication that I have ever had fron i, Eurok,
despite hls statcment to the press to the ccntrary.

On February 9th, I received a Registered lotter signed by
Hr. Charles C.Cohen, requesting the use of the Eall on April 8th or
10th for Migss Anderson'e concert and in reply on February 10th, I
advised him that the Hall would not be available on either dnte.
Before any of these letters had been received by me, numcrous open
letters in the prese had appearcd.

I wish tc call particular attentlion to the fact that a
change of date was never actually suggested to me officially by any
representative of Miss Anderson until after-our Board of Managenment
had taken official action in the matter and theat up until the tine of
this official action the date was actually booked by a contrect
signed more than o year before.
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Since this application was refused it is well known that
the Board of Education of the District of Columbia refused a sinilar
applicatlon for the use of one of the high school auditoriums. It
ls not known, however, and I am reliably informed that it ic¢ truc,
that applicatlions were made to the Belasco Theater, the National
Theater, the Rialto Theater and Loew's Capitel Theater in Washington
for this ceoncert and that cach of thesc applications was refused.
I stress this merely because the attack has.been nade on Constitution
Hall only.

I wculd aleo 1like to call to your attention that at 1215 U
Street N.W., Wachington, the Lincoln Thenter, catering to colored
trade, has a scating capacity of 1,800, which is approximately the
same ag ocur hlgh school auditoriums or any cof the theaters mentioned
except the Capitol which is larger, hence, I am inclined tc bvelieve
that thie application for a concert in a white theater or auditorium
was based more on the desire to hold it in such a theater rather
than through the necessity for a larger scating capacity.

I night also call tc your attention that our experience
with negroes has been that they resent segregation, whereas at the
Marian Anderscn concert two years ago, given in the negro high school,
rs. Eend, together with the other white members of the sudience,
were scated apart from the negro audience.

It mizht be well alse for you to remember that Mr. Ickes,
In charge of national parks, maintaine o cafeteria in Departnent of
the Interior, where negroes and vhitesc are served alike and yvet
within 2 matter of two blocks of the Lincoln Memorial, which is under

his supervision, he maintains separate golf cources for the twe races.

Varlous artists have been quoted in the press as to their
opinicns, etc., and it night be worth your while to know thnt after
thie incident oceurrcd Mr. Toscanini anéd his N.B.C. Orcheatrn held
a concert in Consgtitution Hall on March 14th, 1939, the contract
having been sisned on February 24th, .

Likewlge, Mr. Tibbhetthad a contract to appear here on
March 5th, 1940, and, of all things, Sol Hurok, Manager for liss
Marian Anderson, had contracted to present his Ballet Russc on
March 12th and 13th, 1%40.

It is only at cormercially operated evente whore we have
ever pressed any reetrictions on the seating of negrocs in Constitution
Hall. At conventions, mase meetings, ete., nesro delesates and
participante in programs arc given the samc treatment as any white

rember of an auldience and only recently a colored clergyman riace a
prayer from our stage at a religlous moss neeting.

As for this incident murting the use of the Hall, I can
nake the followins statement: April 1st, 19238 to March 31st, 1239,
was the bizgest ycar we have ever had and at the prescent tine I
heve in hand eigned contracts for 75% of that year's businese.
Other negotiations now pending indicate that the current year will
be Just as big if not larger.



