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1. Identify the standards to be addressed: NJ Student Learning Standards for ELA--Progress Indicators for Reading 
Literature 
 

2. Statement of the objective and lesson outcomes: Students will be able to identify and describe the economic 
and sociological effects of the 19th century South on the life of Amanda America Dickson. 
 

3. Materials, resources, and technology to be used by teacher/students:  
Book: Woman of Color, Daughter of Privilege: Amanda America Dickson 1849-1893 by Kent Anderson Leslie 
(1995) ISBN: 9-780-8203-1871-4  
Resources: All are in the book in appendixes - The African American Dickson Family Oral History (p. 135), Julia 
Frances Lewis Dickson's testimony in will case (p. 140), appendixes--tables (p. 149)  
Technology--whiteboard or overhead projector 
 

4. Introduction of the topic:  
Establish a timeline of the life of Amanda America Dickerson. 
 

5. Procedure for instruction: Students will follow the specific actions listed under each objective in order to 
accomplish that learning goal. These actions encourage students to interpret, predict and evaluate in order to 
exercise higher level thinking skills 
 

6. Lesson closure: a) Amanda's story "is a picture of a raceless 'little princess of the hinter isles' raised in a make-
believe world." (p. 43) What does the author mean by this? Do you agree? Explain why or why not. b) Pretend 
you are the author, and you must decide on a title for the book. What would your title be and explain why. 
 

7. Assessment of Understanding: a. Student assignments in each unit based on chapter material. b. Student will 
complete question 1 or 2. Student choice.  
 
1: Write a 2,000-word paper that answers this question: Was Amanda America Dickson a victim? Why or Why 
not? 
2. Write a 2,000-word paper noting whether David Dickson’s will helped and/or hurt Amanda America Dickson 
and her children, Julian Henry Dickson and Charles Green Dickson. Cite examples to explain your rationale. 
Include reference to the following questions: • What was David Dickson’s legacy to his daughter and society? • 
What was Amanda’s legacy to her sons and society? • If you could, would you trade places with Amanda 
America Dickson and live the life she lived? State your reasons. 
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