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The Young Clerk’s Assistant;
or Penmanship Made Easy, 1787
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To dold- the Pen. .

H E Pen muft be held fomewhat floping, with the
A - Thamb and the:two Ringers next to it ; the Ball of
the Middle ¥inger muft bes placed firait, juft- againft the up:
per Part of the Cut ‘or Cradle, te keep the Pen:fteady.
The Fore Finger lying firait on the Middle Finger ; and
the Thumb-muft be fixed a litde higher than the End of the
Fore Finger, 'bending in 'the Joint; and the Pen be fo
placed, -to be held gadily without griping. The Elbow muft
be drawn prasty.slofeto the Body, .almoft.to toach it.  You
modt fupport yonr Hand, by leaning -on the Table Edge,
refling on it, half way between your Wrift and Elbow, -not
{uffering the Ball, or flefhy Part of your Hand to touch the
Paper; but refting your Hand on-the End of your Little
Finger, that and yeur fourth Finger bending inwards, and
fupported -on the Table «s-abovefaid. So fixed, 'and‘ﬁttl'ﬁg
pretty upright, not leaning your Breaft againft the Table,
proceed 10 the making the fmall o, the ga,-¢, ¢, i, m, r, 5, av,
and x; which muft be all made of equal Bignefs and Height,
the Liftance or Width between the twadtrokes of the ,
mult be the fame with the Diftance or th of the three
Strokes of the »; the fame Proportion of Width muft be
obférved in the w, av, and 0. 'T’he Letters with Stems or
Heads, muft be of equal Height; as the &, 4, f, 4.4, J,
and /. And thofe with Tails, "muft be -of equal Depth, as
the £, g, 2,9, and /. The Capitals muft bear the fame Pro-
portion one to ane:her, with refpet to Bignefs and Height,
as 4, B,C, D, E, F,G, H, and 1, {Fc.—This Proportien
of Letters, both of Small and 'Great, mauft be obferved in,
and will ferve for, all Hands whatfoever. N. B. That all
upright S:rokes,” and thofe leanitg to the left Hand, muft be
fine_or hair Strokes; and all downright Strokes muft be
fuller or blacker. And when you are in Joyning, where
Letters will naturally join, without any ftraiting, take ‘not
off the Pen in Writing, efpecially in Running or Mix'd
Hands.- Care likewife muft be duly taken, that there be an

equal Diftance between Letter and Letter, and alfo between
Word and Word. The Diftance between Word and Word,
may be the Space that the fmall 7 takes up; bat between
Letter and Letter, not quite fo much. Sit not long at wri-
ting {that is, no longer than you improve) efpecially at the
firft, left it weary you, and you grow weary of Learning.
I'mitate the beft Examples, and have a conftant Eye at- your
Copy ;. and be not ambitious of writing faft, before you can.
write well:* Expedition will naturally follow, afteryou have

ined a Habit of writing fair and free; and "tis much more
commendable to be an Hour in writing fix Lines well, than
to be able to write fixty Lines in the fame Time, which per-
haps is perfect Scribble, and altogether unintelligible.  And
befides, * by a flow and fair Procedure, you will learn in half
the Time; and therefore 'tis a_vain Thought in a Learner,
to defire to be quick before he hath acquired Experience,
and a Freedom of Writing by frequent Practice. If you have
Cotton in your . Ink, look well that there be no Hairs at the
Nib of your Pen. Never overchasge your Pen with Ink;
but fhake what is too much into the Ink again. When you
leave off, keep your Pen or Pens in Water, till you come to
your Writing again, ~ ‘ -

The American Instructor, 1758
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