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1. Identify the standards to be addressed:
CCSSRL.7.1,RL. 7.2, RL. 7.3, and W. 7.9 and TN State Standards 7.RL.KID.1, 7.RL.KID.2, 7.RL.KID.3, and
7.W.RBPK.9

2. Statement of the objective and lesson outcomes:
Students will determine themes of challenging text “The Glorious Whitewasher.” Students should be able to
demonstrate close reading skills (identifying these, point of view, characterization, context, and academic
vocabulary).

3. Materials, resources, and technology to be used by teacher/students:
Copies of Chapter 2 from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain, lesson outline handout (attached
here), and PowerPoint presentation on close reading strategies and guiding questions (download here)

4. Introduction of the topic:
Students will review details of four things to consider when doing a close reading (language, narrative, syntax,
context) and five strategies for close reading (number paragraphs, chunk text, underline and circle with purpose,
note what the author is saying in the left margin, note what the author is doing in the right margin).

5. Procedure for instruction:
Students read passage and answer questions, teacher re-reads passage to students and demonstrates
annotation, students reread passage, annotate, and answer new questions, then students write a brief narrative
with the same theme.

6. Lesson closure:
The teacher will randomly call on students for the answers to the following questions: A. What is the theme of
“Whitewashing the Fence”? B. What is one phrase you find particularly humorous? C. How can you relate to
Tom’s actions to the real world?

7. Assessment of student understanding:
The teacher will collect lesson outline notes and individual narratives persuading someone else to do their work

to assess their understanding of the reading passage.


http://www.dar.org/sites/default/files/AlexanderNSDARLessonPowerPoint.pptx
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Teacher Name: Dr. Elaine G. Alexander

Grade Level: 7 Subject: English Language Arts

Lesson Plan Title: “Whitewashing the Fence” from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

by Mark Twain

Tennessee State Standards:

Reading Literature

7.RL.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; cite several
instances of textual evidence to support conclusions.

7.RL.KID.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development
over the course of the text; provide an objective summary.

7.RL.KID.3 Analyze how specific elements of a story or drama interact with and
affect each other.

Writing

7.W.RBPK.9 Support interpretations, analyses, reflections, or research with
evidence found in literature or informational texts, applying grade 7 standards
for reading; assess whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the
claims.

Lesson Objectives:
1. Determine theme of challenging text “The Glorious Whitewasher” from
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain.
2. Define high value academic or “Tier Two” words bolded in text.
3. Cite evidence from text to respond to guiding questions.
4. Relate the text to real life using personal experiences.

Essential Questions: Are students able to

1. understand academic vocabulary, summarize the text, and make logical
inferences from it?

2. analyze how and why characters develop within a text to support a theme?

participate effectively in collaboration with diverse partners to evaluate the text?

4. speak and write using the conventions of Standard English grammar and
usage?
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Unit Goals

1. Increase text complexity by regular practice with complex text and its academic
language.
2. Cite evidence by reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence from text.

Accommodations for Individual Student Needs

Learning Styles -- video presentation “How to do a Close Reading” (visual and auditory),
PowerPoint presentation as part of instruction (visual), individual efforts to read and
annotate text from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (independent learning), partner
(think-pair-share) and whole group reading, discussing, and annotating text in response
to guiding questions (auditory and visual), individual responses to guiding questions by
citing evidence from text (independent learning). .

Expectations -- Some students will be able to perform tasks without difficulty while
others will need help from the teacher and peers.

Differentiated Instruction -- Students will view a video illustrating annotation of a close
reading of a text, view a PowerPoint presentation of close reading strategies, read and
annotate a text independently, discuss and cite textual evidence in response to guiding
questions, and compose narrative to illustrate Twain’s humor and attitudes about /
theme of work and play (homework).

Prior Knowledge

Students will have practiced using context clues to define academic vocabulary and
citing evidence from texts in response to guiding questions this semester; however, no
particular knowledge of the author Mark Twain or novel The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
will be necessary for this exercise in close reading.

Procedures:
Introduction of Lesson

The teacher will present key questions at the beginning, middle, and end of the lesson:
Beginning — What are the key elements you need to know to study a piece of literature?
Middle — What happens each time you reread the passage?

End — How could you apply your close reading skills in science or social studies?

Warm-up and Curriculum Correlation Time / Minutes 5 minutes

Students will review details of four things to consider when doing a close reading
(language, narrative, syntax, context) and five strategies for close reading (number
paragraphs, chunk text, underline and circle with purpose, note what the author is
saying in the left margin, note what the author is doing in the right margin).



Guided Practice Time / Minutes 10 minutes

Based on students’ first reading of “Whitewashing the Fence” from Mark Twain’s novel
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, students will respond to a guided question in a “quick
write” and share their responses with partners. Table partners were assigned by mixing
more independent learners with less independent learners so that students could stay
on track by helping each other during sharing time.

Time / Minutes 10 minutes

The teacher will re-read the paragraphs 11 through 20 of the passage to students (2"

Read) then instruct students to think, write a response to another guided question, and
share answers with the class. The teacher will randomly select students to respond in
an effort to involve every student in the lesson.

Time / Minutes 10 minutes

For the third reading, students will re-read the passage independently, find answers and
evidence from the text to support their answers, then annotate pages 2, 3, and 4 based
on what the author was “saying” (left margin) and “doing” (right margin). Students will
determine the theme of Chapter 2 of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.

Independent Practice Time / Minutes 10 minutes

Finally, each student will independently brainstorm then write a brief narrative
persuading someone else to do his or her in the spirit of Tom Sawyer.

Reflection & Lesson Closure Time / Minutes 5 minutes

The teacher will once again focus students on the lesson objectives (determine theme,
define academic vocabulary, cite evidence, and relate the text to real life).

The teacher will randomly call on students for the answers to the following questions:

1. What is the theme of “Whitewashing the Fence”?
2. What is one phrase you find particularly humorous?
3. How can you relate Tom’s actions to the real world?

The teacher will then direct students to turn in their lesson outline notes and individual
narrative persuading someone else to do their work so that she can evaluate how well
students understood the reading passage.



Assessment (Formal) — Well-written, accurate, and text-based evidence should be
present in students’ responses to the guiding questions on the lesson outline handout.

Assessment (Informal) — The teacher will note students’ observations, interpretations,
and comments about the text during the class period.

Assessment (Ongoing) - Students will be expected to use vocabulary correctly and
cite evidence from text when responding to questions about literature as well as
informational texts.

Assessment Plan for Unit — Close reading skills (identifying theme, point of view,
characterization, context, and academic vocabulary) should be observed in every
extended response and essay written for every unit throughout the year.

Materials

e Copies of Chapter 2 from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain
e Lesson outline handout

e PowerPoint presentation on close reading strategies and guiding questions



How to Do a Close Reading

1. L : Look at the diction or

What words did the author choose to repeat or emphasize?

2. N . Pay attention to is telling the

and how it is being told.
3. S : Examine the in which the words appear.
4. C : Take note of the and the

author’s background.

Five Strategies for Close Reading

5 N the paragraphs.

6. C the text.

7. U orc with purpose.

8. Leftm : What is the author saying?
9. Rightm . Dig deeper into the text.

Guiding Questions

10. How would you describe Tom’s state of mind before his inspiration?

11. What new vocabulary did you find?

12.To convince Ben that he should want to whitewash the fence, Tom shows Ben
that whitewashing is a rewarding experience and requires special skill.

Which paragraphs provide evidence that whitewashing is rewarding?

that whitewashing requires special skill?

13. What is the main theme of “Whitewashing the Fence”?

14. Which lines from the passage does the author provide to best illustrate this
theme?

15. What is the “great law of human action” and the difference between “work™ and
“play!l?



How to Do a Close Reading
1. Language: Look at the diction or word choice. What words did the author
choose to repeat or emphasize?
2. Narrative: Pay attention to who is telling the story and how it is being told.

3. Syntax: Examine the order in which the words appear.

»

Context: Take note of the historical context and the author’s background.

Five Strategies for Close Reading
Number the paragraphs.
Chunk the text.

Underline or circle with purpose.

Left margin: What is the author saying?
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Right margin: Dig deeper into the text.

Guiding Questions

10. How would you describe Tom’s state of mind before his inspiration?

11. What new vocabulary did you find?

12.To convince Ben that he should want to whitewash the fence, Tom shows Ben
that whitewashing is a rewarding experience and requires special skill.

Which paragraphs provide evidence that whitewashing is rewarding?

that whitewashing requires special skill?

13. What is the main theme of “Whitewashing the Fence”?

14. Which lines from the passage does the author provide to best illustrate this
theme?

15. What is the “great law of human action” and the difference between “work” and
“play”?



Warm Up

Take out your copy of
“Whitewashing the Fence”
and read over the *“notes”

page for today’s lesson on
close reading and analysis
of a literary text.
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Success Criteria

Today we will practice a *“close reading” of
“Whitewashing the Fence”

$0 we can read, annotate, and analyze the
fext.

We will know we have it when we can
determine the theme and apply it to real life.

Today’s Activities

+ Determine theme of challenging text e Rt
"Whitewashing the Fence.” Tom Sawyer

« Define high value academic or "Tier Two" words == o
bolded in text.

+ Cite evidence from text to respond to guiding
questions.

« Relate the text to real life by writing a personal
narrative.

Language

1. Look at the diction or word choice. What words did
the author choose to repeat or emphasize?

From page 1

“He was eating an apple, and giving a long, melodious
whoop, at intervals, followed by a deep-toned ding-dong-
dong, ding-dong-dong, for he was personating a
steamboat.”

Narrative

2. Pay attention to who is telling the story and how it is
being told.

From page 4

“If he had been a great and wise philosopher, like the writer
of this book, he would now have comprehended that Work
consists of whatever a body is OBLIGED to do, and that Play
consists of whatever a body is not obliged to do.”

Syntax
3. Examine the order in which the words appear.

From page 3

“Now don’t you see how I’'m fixed? If you was to tackle this
fence and anything was to happen to it—" “Oh, shucks, I'll be
just as careful. Now lemme try. Say—/I’ll give you the core of
my apple.”
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Context

4. Take note of the historical context and the author’s
background.

From the entire passage
When were riverboats common and marbles as toys
popular? What do you know about Twain’s background?

Five Strafegies for Close Reading

5. Number the
paragraphs.

Five Strategies for Close Reading

6. Chunk the
text.

Five Strategies for Close Reading
7. Underline or circle with purpose.

Five Strategies for Close Reading

8. Left margin:
What is the
author
saving?

Five Strategies for Close Reading

!

9. Right margin:
Dig deeper
into the text.
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For homework, students were
asked to read and annotated the
text.

Question #10:

How would you describe Tom’s
state of mind before his
inseiration?

Question #11: What new
vocabulary did you find?

Share your answers with a
table partner.

2nd Read: Teacher reads
aloud while students listen.

2nd Read: Teacher reads aloud while
students listen.

Students think, then write, then talk.

Question #12:
To convince Ben that he should want to
_ whitewash the fence, Tom shows Ben
i - that whitewashing is a rewarding
: a experience and reauires special skill.

. Which paragraphs provide evidence
that whitewashing is rewarding?
that whitewashing reauires skill?

3rd Read: Students reread fo
find answers & evidence.
Question #13:
What is the main theme of
1| “Whitewashing the Fence™?

| Question #14:
b | Which lines from the passage
| does the author provide to best
4 illustrate this theme?
Question #15:
What is the *“great law of
human action” and the
difference between “work” and
“play”?

The Text: Twain, Mark. “Whitewashing the Fence” from Tom Sawyer

[ i

Saying? 1 Doing?
Other boys Twair iy setting
cawvplay, —— stage for
but Tom has ol Tow's big scamm.
to-work:
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Exemplar Text Vocabulary S s 2 Exemplar Text Vocabulary Dot ?
S . > Do > aymgx. owng/.
1 “Let her go back on the labboard! Ting-a-lingling! Chow-ch-chow- chow!” The left * 14  The brush continued to move.
labboard| Come ahead on the stabboard! Stop her! Let your outside turn over 15  “Like it? Well, | don’t see why | oughtn't to like it. Does a boy get a chance to
slow! Ting-a-ling- hng‘ Chow-ow-ow! Get out that head-line! LIVELY now! Come—out. whitewash a fence every day?” That put the thing in a new light. Ben stopped
it Yot sprin o 4 abou herel 0k o L found hat st SISO 857 el 1 SN AR Kok 3 JONIL SRR B
17  Tom considered, was about to consent; but he altered his mind: “No—no
8 Ben said: “Hello, old chap, you got to work, hey?”
18 “No—is that s0? Oh come now—lemme just try. Only just a little—I'd let YOU, if you
9 Tom wheeled suddenly and said: “Why, it's you, Ben! | warn't noticing.” esgme o
10 5 U T SRS Y R i 19 sl b St 0 0 1 omd e o oot o e
11 Tom contemplated the boy a bit, and said: “What do you call work?” “Why, ainc ©datensity o
20 “Well, here—No, Ben, now don't. m afeard—" Tl give you ALL of itl"
12 Tom resumed his whitewashing, and answered carelessly: “Well, maybe itis, and
maybe it ain't. All | know, is it suits Tom Sawyer: 21 Tom gave up the brush with reluctance in his face, but alacrityin his R
13 “Oh come, now, you don't mean to let on that you LIKE it?”
Saying? Bampirtos ey Doing?
of a decanter, a tin soldier, a couple of t..dpu\u, six fire-cra H H
narrative persuading
22 He had had a nice, good, idle time all the while —plenty of company — and the fence someone else ‘to do an
B S————— unpleasant task.
I

Reflection & Lesson Closure

1. What is the theme of
“Whitewashing the
Fence™?

2. What is one phrase you
found humorous?

3. How can you relate Tom’s
actions to real life?




