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Contributor: Dr. Elaine Alexander   Grade Level: Seventh Grade 

1. Identify the standards to be addressed:  

CCSS RL. 7.1, RL. 7.2, RL. 7.3, and W. 7.9 and TN State Standards 7.RL.KID.1, 7.RL.KID.2, 7.RL.KID.3, and 
7.W.RBPK.9 
 

2. Statement of the objective and lesson outcomes:  

Students will determine themes of challenging text “The Glorious Whitewasher.” Students should be able to 

demonstrate close reading skills (identifying these, point of view, characterization, context, and academic 

vocabulary). 

 

3. Materials, resources, and technology to be used by teacher/students:  

Copies of Chapter 2 from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain, lesson outline handout (attached 

here), and PowerPoint presentation on close reading strategies and guiding questions (download here) 

 

4. Introduction of the topic:  

Students will review details of four things to consider when doing a close reading (language, narrative, syntax, 

context) and five strategies for close reading (number paragraphs, chunk text, underline and circle with purpose, 

note what the author is saying in the left margin, note what the author is doing in the right margin). 

 

5. Procedure for instruction:  

Students read passage and answer questions, teacher re-reads passage to students and demonstrates 

annotation, students reread passage, annotate, and answer new questions, then students write a brief narrative 

with the same theme.  

 

6. Lesson closure:  

The teacher will randomly call on students for the answers to the following questions: A. What is the theme of 

“Whitewashing the Fence”? B. What is one phrase you find particularly humorous? C. How can you relate to 

Tom’s actions to the real world? 

 

7. Assessment of student understanding:  

The teacher will collect lesson outline notes and individual narratives persuading someone else to do their work 

to assess their understanding of the reading passage. 

http://www.dar.org/sites/default/files/AlexanderNSDARLessonPowerPoint.pptx
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Lesson Plan for NSDAR Educational Resources Committee 

Teacher Name: Dr. Elaine G. Alexander  

Grade Level:  7                   Subject:  English Language Arts 

Lesson Plan Title: “Whitewashing the Fence” from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer  

                              by Mark Twain 

Tennessee State Standards: 

Reading Literature                                                                                                                
7.RL.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; cite several 
instances of textual evidence to support conclusions.                                                                   
7.RL.KID.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text; provide an objective summary.                                                                        
7.RL.KID.3 Analyze how specific elements of a story or drama interact with and 
affect each other.  

Writing 
7.W.RBPK.9 Support interpretations, analyses, reflections, or research with 
evidence found in literature or informational texts, applying grade 7 standards 
for reading; assess whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the 
claims. 

 
Lesson Objectives: 

1.  Determine theme of challenging text “The Glorious Whitewasher” from 
 The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain. 

2.  Define high value academic or “Tier Two” words bolded in text. 
3.  Cite evidence from text to respond to guiding questions. 
4.  Relate the text to real life using personal experiences. 

 

Essential Questions:  Are students able to 

1.  understand academic vocabulary, summarize the text, and make logical  
 inferences from it? 

2.  analyze how and why characters develop within a text to support a theme? 
3.  participate effectively in collaboration with diverse partners to evaluate the text? 
4.  speak and write using the conventions of Standard English grammar and     

 usage? 
 
 
 
 









How to Do a Close Reading 

1. L______________:  Look at the diction or _____________     _____________.  

What words did the author choose to repeat or emphasize? 

2. N______________:  Pay attention to ___________ is telling the ___________ 

and how it is being told. 

3. S______________:  Examine the ______________ in which the words appear. 

4. C______________:  Take note of the ____________ __________ and the 

author’s background. 

Five Strategies for Close Reading 

5. N__________ the paragraphs. 

6. C__________ the text. 

7. U__________ or c___________ with purpose. 

8. Left m_____________:  What is the author saying? 

9. Right m____________:  Dig deeper into the text. 

Guiding Questions 

10.   How would you describe Tom’s state of mind before his inspiration? 

 

11.  What new vocabulary did you find? 

 

 

12. To convince Ben that he should want to whitewash the fence, Tom shows Ben 

that whitewashing is a rewarding experience and requires special skill.   

     Which paragraphs provide evidence that whitewashing is rewarding? _________ 

           that whitewashing requires special skill? _________ 

 

13.   What is the main theme of “Whitewashing the Fence”? 

 

14.  Which lines from the passage does the author provide to best illustrate this 

theme? 

 

15.  What is the “great law of human action” and the difference between “work” and 

“play”?  



How to Do a Close Reading 

1. Language:  Look at the diction or word choice.  What words did the author 

choose to repeat or emphasize? 

2. Narrative:  Pay attention to who is telling the story and how it is being told. 

3. Syntax:  Examine the order in which the words appear. 

4. Context:  Take note of the historical context and the author’s background. 

Five Strategies for Close Reading 

5. Number the paragraphs. 

6. Chunk the text. 

7. Underline or circle with purpose. 

8. Left margin:  What is the author saying? 

9. Right margin: Dig deeper into the text. 

Guiding Questions 

10.   How would you describe Tom’s state of mind before his inspiration? 

 

11.  What new vocabulary did you find? 

 

 

12. To convince Ben that he should want to whitewash the fence, Tom shows Ben 

that whitewashing is a rewarding experience and requires special skill.   

     Which paragraphs provide evidence that whitewashing is rewarding? _________ 

           that whitewashing requires special skill? _________ 

 

13.   What is the main theme of “Whitewashing the Fence”? 

 

14.  Which lines from the passage does the author provide to best illustrate this 

theme? 

 

15.  What is the “great law of human action” and the difference between “work” and 

“play”?  
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Warm Up

Take out your copy of 
“Whitewashing the Fence” 
and read over the “notes” 
page for today’s lesson on 
close reading and analysis 
of a literary text.

Success Criteria
Today we will practice a “close reading” of 
“Whitewashing the Fence”

so we can read, annotate, and analyze the 
text.

We will know we have it when we can 
determine the theme and apply it to real life.

Today’s Activities

• Determine theme of challenging text 
“Whitewashing the Fence.”

• Define high value academic or “Tier Two” words 
bolded in text.

• Cite evidence from text to respond to guiding 
questions.

• Relate the text to real life by writing a personal 
narrative.

Language

1. Look at the diction or word choice.  What words did 
the author choose to repeat or emphasize?

From page 1
“He was eating an apple, and giving a long, melodious 
whoop, at intervals, followed by a deep-toned ding-dong-
dong, ding-dong-dong, for he was personating a 
steamboat.”

Narrative

2. Pay attention to who is telling the story and how it is 
being told.

From page 4
“If he had been a great and wise philosopher, like the writer 
of this book, he would now have comprehended that Work 
consists of whatever a body is OBLIGED to do, and that Play 
consists of whatever a body is not obliged to do.”

Syntax

3. Examine the order in which the words appear.

From page 3
“Now don’t you see how I’m fixed? If you was to tackle this 
fence and anything was to happen to it—” “Oh, shucks, I’ll be 
just as careful. Now lemme try. Say—I’ll give you the core of 
my apple.” 
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Context

4. Take note of the historical context and the author’s 
background.

From the entire passage
When were riverboats common and marbles as toys 
popular? What do you know about Twain’s background?

Five Strategies for Close Reading

5.  Number the 
paragraphs.

Five Strategies for Close Reading

6. Chunk the 
text.

Five Strategies for Close Reading
7.  Underline or circle with purpose.

 

Five Strategies for Close Reading

8.  Left margin: 
What is the 
author 
saying?

Five Strategies for Close Reading

9.  Right margin: 
Dig deeper 
into the text.
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For homework, students were 
asked to read and annotated the 
text.

Question #10:
How would you describe Tom’s 
state of mind before his 
inspiration?  

Question #11: What new 
vocabulary did you find?

Share your answers with a 
table partner.

2nd Read:  Teacher reads
aloud while students listen.

2nd Read:  Teacher reads aloud while 
students listen.

Students think, then write, then talk.  

Question #12: 
To convince Ben that he should want to  
whitewash the fence, Tom shows Ben 
that whitewashing is a rewarding 
experience and requires special skill. 

Which paragraphs provide evidence 
that whitewashing is rewarding? ______ 
that whitewashing requires skill?______ 

3rd Read:  Students reread to 
find answers & evidence.
Question #13:  
What is the main theme of 
“Whitewashing the Fence”? 
Question #14:
Which lines from the passage 
does the author provide to best 
illustrate this theme?
Question #15:
What is the “great law of 
human action” and the 
difference between “work” and 
“play”? 

1

2

3

4

Saying? Doing?
Other boys 
can play, 
but Tom has 
to work.

Twain is setting 
the stage for 
Tom’s big scam.
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Saying? Doing?
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Saying? Doing?
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Saying? Doing?

24

Independent Practice:

Write a brief, humorous 
narrative persuading 
someone else to do an 
unpleasant task.  

Length (100 words)

Reflection & Lesson Closure

1. What is the theme of 
“Whitewashing the 
Fence”?

2. What is one phrase you 
found humorous?

3. How can you relate Tom’s 
actions to real life?


