TRACING YOUR LINEAGE ELiGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP
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ReseARcH YOUR LINEAGE

Begin your search.

Start with yourself and go backwards, one
generation at a time. Useful records to collect
include birth, death, and marriage certificates;
obituaries, cemetery records, and funeral
cards; probate and land records, newspaper
announcements; oral histories; military records
and discharge papers; and federal and state

censuses.
Work your way back to 1870.

For enslaved ancestors, the 1870 federal census is
especially important because it is the first census
taken after the Civil War and names all persons

in a household.

For free ancestors, the 1850 federal census is the

first census to name all persons in a household.

Not all African Americans were enslaved.
Approximately 15% of African Americans were
free when the Civil War began in 1861.

Continue your research in other records.

Findings in pre-1870 records are built on research in
post-1870 records. Seek out marriage settlements,
probate  distributions, and  court records.
Documenting lineage and service is easier in the

New England states than in the Southern states.

EsTABLISHING YOUR PATRIOT ANCESTOR

Who served and how did they serve?

More than 5,000 African American or mixed

descent patriots served in the American Revolution.

Military service is credited to those who served
in campaigns against the British between 19 April
1775 and 26 November 1783.

Civil Service is credited to those who conducted
public business under the authority of the new

federal, state, county, and town governments.

Patriotic service is credited to those who took
action to further, or demonstrate loyalty to, the
cause of American independence, such as taking
the oath of fidelity, paying supply taxes, providing
supplies or monetary aid, or serving on acommittee

made necessary by the war.

Peter Salem at Bunker Hill

From The Colored Patriots of the American Revolution
by William C. Nell
© The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

UseruL SOURCES

The following resources are available online or

through interlibrary loan:

v Freedman’s Bureau Marriage Records,
1815 - 1866
Available at www.familysearch.org

v« Freedman’s Bank Records 1865 - 1871
Available at www.familysearch.org

v U.S. Southern Claims Commission
Master Index 1871 — 1880
www.slcl.org

¢ U.S. federal censuses, 1790 — 1940
Widely available

v Amistad Research Center
www.amistadresearchcenter.org

v« Records of Antebellum Southern Plantations
from the Revolution through the Civil War,
Kenneth M. Stampp.
Ongoing; microfilm via interlibrary loan

v« Forgotten Patriots:

African American
and American Indian
Patriots in the
Revolutionary War,
NSDAR
www.dar.org/

library/fp.cfm
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