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Outline: 
 
 

• What are the current and most-used resources for designating 
military service in New York? 

• What sources are now deemed problematic? 
• Strategies for New York military records research 
• Some additional sources for patriotic and civil service in New York 
• Long Island: What are the LINY codes? How to work with or 

around them? 
• Research strategies for Long Island and New York City residents 

during the British occupation 
 
 



What are the main resources for New York military research? 
 
 
The most used resource through this time has been James Roberts’s New York in 
the Revolution as Colony and State (Albany: Weed-Parsons Printing Co., 1897), 
this being the first edition. The second edition was printed at Albany through 
Brandow Printing Co., 1898; the second edition is the most seen version of the 
book in collections, especially at the DAR Library.  
 
 

 
 

As you can see above in the sample page (at right), we have an index to persons 
found within a particular regiment – in this case, the 8th Regiment of the Albany 
County Militia. All officers are identified first, arranged in order of rank, and from 
there, alphabetically. All officers are grouped together, such as the list of captains 
of all persons in that regiment. From there, all enlisted men (i.e., privates, soldiers) 
are identified, in alphabetical order. However, note we cannot tell which captain a 
private served under. We only know the soldier served in a particular regiment. We 
will explain why this can be a problem later on.  
 



E. B. O’Callaghan’s (compiled by Berthold Fernow) Documents Relative to the 
Colonial History of the State of New York: “New York in the Revolution,” vol. 15 
(Albany: New York State Archives, 1887).  
 
This resource is cited as “Fernow” when used in the GRS. This is a more thorough 
index of the military records held by the New York State Archives, including state 
line, militia, exempts, and levies. This book was arranged and published in 1887, 
several years before the archives officially indexed their records (in the 1890s).  
 

 
 

[Title page, above] 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fernow’s book is arranged with the State Line resources first. For militia, exempts, 
and levies, there’s two parts: the regimental history and the roster of state troops. 
Above is a page from the regimental history, showing a history of the Goshen 
Regiment of the Dutchess County militia. The first part shows the commissioned 
officers when the regiment was first established in 1776; it also identifies what area 
of the county it was raised (Goshen, Florida, and Warwick), which can be an 
important clue for identifying people! This also shows any changes in the regiment, 
such as if any officers resigned, were promoted, died, removed, etc., usually with 
dates of the changes. These are important when reviewing service dates for soldiers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The page above is from the roster of state troops, which is the largest section of 
Fernow’s book. These encompass all militia soldiers, exempts, and levies (not State 
Line soldiers). Each person is identified alphabetically, according to the spelling on 
the original document, with their rank, plus the regiment and company. The 
regiment contains the Colonel’s surname, while the company contains the 
commanding officer’s surname (usually the Captain). This is important when 
reviewing the history of that regiment and company, which is necessary when 
citing. We will discuss how to cite this later in this presentation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NARA, M881 – Compiled Military Service Records & NARA, M246 – 
Revolutionary War Rolls 
 
These are the original records (or copies of originals) held by the National 
Archives. NARA M246 contains the muster rolls, while NARA M881 contains 
individual envelopes for persons found on each muster roll, usually compiled for 
the history of that regiment or company. Both can be cross-checked for 
information, but it can usually be easier to review NARA M881 cards to review the 
entirety of a person’s service record. These muster rolls are subject to availability; 
sometimes, they are simply lists of persons receiving pay for service after the fact, 
while others may be a compilation of multiple muster rolls during active duty.  
 
Both of these series are available through Fold3 and Ancestry.com, both of which 
are subscription services. They can be viewed on the computers in the DAR 
Library for on-site research.  
 

 
 

Above is an example of some of the service cards found in NARA M881 for 
Joseph Bailey of the 3rd New York Regiment (roll 697). The middle card contains 

his enlistment information, including age at enlistment, place of birth, and physical 
description. The last card gives information related to his discharge.  

 
 



 
 

However, you better check ALL the cards of an envelope in NARA M881 if you use this 
resource! In this case, for Benjamin Russell of Col. Willett’s Regiment, Russell served in the 
Levies in 1781, as shown by the second card, but the last two cards show that he is on a list of 

deserters from the same regiment! He deserted the service on 11 November 1783 – note that we 
only recognize service through 26 November 1783, so it would be very difficult to reopen his 

profile if Russell was established! All service prior to desertion is negated as a result!  



 
 

On NARA M246, you can find the original muster rolls, account lists, and orders that are 
referenced in NARA M881. Sometimes, you may find additional details or remarks on service, 
though it is admittedly easier to search an entire service record in a regiment through NARA 

M881. There is no preference, in the end, as to whether NARA M246 or NARA M881 should be 
used as the service source on your application.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New York State Archives, Albany: NYSA 0200: Revolutionary War Accounts and Claims 
 
This is the parent collection of accounts, muster rolls, receipts and orders, vouchers, warrants, 
bounty surveys, certificates, pension rolls, and other assorted documents which cover most of the 
state military service found in New York, whether State Line or militia.  
 
A representation of the microfilmed portion of this collection can be found in the Revolutionary 
War Digital Library on the DAR website. Go to the digital library, scroll down and find “New 
York Revolutionary War Account and Claims, 1775-1808,” which currently has 42 rolls. From 
there, you can see the list of rolls, roll numbers, and a brief description of the contents. None of 
this collection is indexed, however, so it requires extensive research time! 
 

 
 

 
 



The NYSA 0200 collection includes: 
 

• Records of the New York Line, such as certificates of enlistment and pay 
rolls of soldiers from other states, such as MA, CT, PA, NJ, VA, NC, etc. (a 
representation of these muster rolls have been published in the Collections of 
the New York Historical Society, 1914-1915: Muster and Pay Rolls of the 
War of the Revolution, 2 vols, which are available through digitized 
platforms such as Archives.org).  

• The Levies – mostly certificates, arranged by colonels 
• The county militias – mostly certificates and orders of pay, arranged by 

counties, then by regiment number 
• Miscellaneous other pay rolls, bounty pay rolls, subsistence documents, 

American prisoners of war, aid given to soldiers’ families 
• List of state pensioners and applications for state pensions (these documents 

are also available through Ancestry.com) 
• Land Bounty Rights documents, including those indices for those entitled, 

legislation pertaining to the same, certificates of enlistment, delinquents and 
deserters, lists of grantees of bounty rights, etc. 

• Documents of the Executive Department, the accounts of the Auditor 
General, the Treasurer’s records, certificates of interest and principal, 
accounts of the State Agents, Accounts of County Committees 

• Accounts of the Committee for Conspiracies, Commissioners of 
Sequestration, Commissioners of Forfeitures, etc. 

• Accounts of damages caused by the American and British armies 
• Those suspected persons and Tory lists 
• Accounts of military stores, supplies, clothing, horses, etc. 
• Minutes of the state commission regarding bounties and pay for war claims 

 
Note: not all of these records are found in the microfilm found in the 
Revolutionary War Digital Library; this list encompasses all those records found in 
NYSA 0200. Only 42 rolls of the entire collection are digitized in the DAR library. 
You may need to inquire with the New York State Archives for other collections 
not found in our digital library.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOWEVER, it should be noted that the books published by Berthold Fernow and 
James Roberts were compiled and published in the 1880s and 1890s. Roberts was 
part of the Comptroller’s Office, which formally indexed all the military records in 
the 1890s with the original volume and folio (page) numbers. These were for all 
those military records held at the State Capitol building at Albany, New York, at 
that time. But…. 
 

 
 
The State Capitol building caught fire in March 1911, causing millions of dollars 
of damage. Even worse, as the building was the main repository for the state’s 
documents, many documents and records were damaged or totally destroyed. As a 
result, the indices presented by Fernow and Roberts are the best resources for 
identifying what records were held in the Capitol prior to the fire. However, some 
of the military records had little damage, or some water damage. Other collections 
were damaged by fire, some totally destroyed. Those collections which could not 
be identified when the records were microfilmed were not included in the 
microfilming process. This also explains why there are portions of NYSA 0200 
described as “Burned Documents.”  
 
 
 
 



As a result of the fire, some of the documents look like these: 
 

 
 

The example at left is a certificate of enlistment (from NYSA 0200-16, Roll 61.16, 
Box 3, vol. 26: Certificates of Enlistment, folio 52), while the document at right is 
from NYSA 0200-14, roll 61.14, Box 27, Vol. 19: Militia, Albany County: 4th 
Regiment, folio 1). These are documents that represent damaged but not totally 
destroyed. However, in the case of the document on the right, the body of the 
information in the document is burned, and several of the signatures are partially 
mutilated. They could possibly be identified by comparing with other military 
documents from that regiment, but in other cases, the information is permanently 
destroyed or damaged and may not be able to be ascertained.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

In other cases, we have documents that are ringed with fire damage (such as the 
top left: NYSA 0200-33, Roll 61.33, Box 26, vol. 18: Land Bounty Rights, Albany 
County, 1st Regiment, folio 5), or we have those fragments of documents where the 
original information is nearly or wholly incapable of being ascertained (the other 

two documents: NYSA 0200-37, roll 61.37, Box 65: Burned Documents). 
 
 
 
 



What service sources are now deemed problematic? 
 
 
James Roberts’s New York in the Revolution (1st ed. 1897, 2nd ed. 1898) is only an 
index to each regiment. All companies are combined into a single list, with all 
commissioned officers listed at the start of each list, but with no regard as to any 
arrangement of companies. Etc. We do not know under which captains any enlisted 
man served.  
 
All service details are stripped – no clues are given as to enlistment dates, 
discharge dates, whether the soldier was imprisoned, deserted, died/killed, etc. 
Roberts also removed other indicators that are found on some documents, such as 
suffixes, prefixes, etc. Those remarks and details are VERY important! 
 

• If your patriot ancestor named John Johnson died in 1812, but the full 
service record for a man of that name shows he was killed in service in 
1777, well, that service record does not belong to your John Johnson! 

• If your ancestor John Johnson enlisted in 1776 but deserted the service in 
1778, his service is negated prior to the date of desertion!  

• If you have five men named John Johnson in Albany County based on a tax 
list, but it appears only one man of that name served in a company of militia, 
you’d need to have other indicators to know which man is the correct John 
Johnson! (Remember, we do not establish service simply because it is not 
assigned to anyone else!) 

 
Furthermore, Roberts indexed multiple spellings of a surname as a separate entry. 
This is very much the case for persons of German or Dutch backgrounds. 
Therefore, one John Rapalje could be also found as Johannes Rapalie, John 
Rapelyea, etc. Without additional research, at face value, we would not know 
whether these were three men of the same name in the same regiment or whether 
the regiment contained three separate men of a similar, phonetic name. This is a 
huge caveat when making decisions or conclusions involving multiple persons in a 
given county or locality.  
 
 
 
 



As a result, James Roberts’s New York in the Revolution (1st and 2nd editions) 
cannot be used as a standalone service source for military service except in 
instances where the service is for land bounty rights.  
 
This rule applies to any DAR patriot, whether he is already established or for any 
new patriots. Established DAR patriots with Roberts as the sole service source (and 
not claiming land bounty rights service) will need to replace the service source 
with a better service source!  
 

 
 

In the above example, Roberts is being used to cite Albert Adriance’s service in the 
Dutchess County militia for land bounty rights. This is the only reason Roberts can 

be used as a standalone service source for military service (note: Hasbrouch is 
being used to cite the Articles of Association, so that is not affected). No changes 

would be required to a profile like this example.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

In the above example, however, Jabez Elwell’s sole service source is Roberts. This 
profile will require a service source update; the red flag here is that he is identified 
as being part of two different regiments in Dutchess County militia. Roberts does 
not give any dates for any regiment, therefore, we would not know if this is all for 
the same Jabez Elwell without knowing any regimental changes, or any personal 
details as to whether Elwell transferred companies. This is why examinations of 

service are required when Roberts is the sole service source.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Updating GRS Profiles that have Roberts as a Service Source 
 

 

 
 

Above: This profile requires a service source update because Roberts is the sole 
service source and the service description is not land bounty rights. Therefore, a 

better source is needed to cite the services claimed in the description. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Above:  The profile above has since received a new application. Therefore, the 
update to the patriot’s service source has since been made using both Fernow and 
NARA, M881. The update also provided additional officers, since it was learned 
the patriot served in two phases of the same regiment during which the original 
colonel resigned. Service dates have been applied to ensure this belongs to the 
same man and there is no overlap in service (which would imply service taken 

from two or more men of that name).  
 
 
 
 



How to Update a GRS Profile which cites Roberts 
 

 
 

The above profile requires an update because the service source is not where it 
should be (in the rare cases when the “SS” [service source] is in the comments 
field, it was added when the database was created and cited the old hard cards). 
The service source should be listed immediately above the service description in 
the patriot’s profile. So, anyone applying through this profile would not only be 

required to provide a copy of the service source, but they would need to provide a 
different service source because Roberts was cited… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The original service source for Isaac Secor cites Roberts. These are the pages that 
were originally cited. Note that the officers are all grouped together without any 
aspect as to the structure of the companies, etc. There are also no service dates 
(which are required if your patriot died during the war!)… 
 

 
 
A helpful tip when replacing the service source – use the spelling found in Roberts 
above! In this case, you will want to look up the service record under the name 
“Isaac Secord.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
If you choose to look up the service record through NARA, M881, for instance, 
you can explore on Fold3. The browse feature is best used for this search, since the 
search function may not always pull up all results. For militia regiments, you’ll 
want to search for the regiment through the colonel’s surname (rarely, the captain’s 
name). For Isaac Secor, since his service description states he served under Colonel 
Abraham Brinckerhoff, you’ll search “Brinckerhoff’s Regiment, Militia.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Through the NARA M881 collection, the above cards are found for Isaac Secord. 
This does prove that Secord was paid for his services in that regiment in the years 
1779 and 1780 under Col. Abraham Brinckerhoff of Dutchess County. However, 
one note about NARA M881 is that these records will rarely provide the exact 
details of the militia company itself, such as the regiment number, company 
number (if any), and sometimes will not state the county where the militia 
originated. The militia was always locally raised, and in New York, they were 
raised on the county level. If you want to find additional details, let us try a 
different path… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Above, we can search for Isaac Secor through Fernow’s book. However, note that 
in this book, we have multiple entries for men named Isaac Secor and Isaac Secord. 
Be sure in your investigation to check out these entries and their service, to ensure 
your ancestor is not confused for anyone else of the same name! Sometimes, these 
multiple entries may apply to the same person but they cannot be combined 
without researching and reviewing the full service record, service dates, and 
history of the regiments. NARA M881 and NARA M246 are often good resources 
to track when soldiers transferred from different companies!  
 
Assuming all is correct in the identification, however, we will stick with the entry 
for Isaac Secord, showing he served in Brinckerhoff’s Regiment and Schutt’s 
Company. This means: he served under a Captain Schutt and Colonel Brinckerhoff. 
Now we need to investigate the militia company and its history to obtain the full 
names and the service information… 
 
 
 



 

 
 
The above images show the history of the 2nd Regiment of the Dutchess County 
Militia, showing it represented the Rombout Precinct – such geographic features 
can always be very helpful when dealing with multiple men of the same name! We 
also know the regiment was created in October 1775, initially under Col. Dirck 
Brinckerhoff. However, in the section “Changes in the Regiment,” we learn 



Abraham Brinckerhoff replaced Col. Dirck Brinckerhoff in June 1778, when the 
latter resigned. From NARA M881, we know that Isaac Secord served in 1779 and 
1780, therefore, we know that Secord served under Abraham Brinckerhoff, not 
Dirck Brinckerhoff. Furthermore, the changes also show that one Joh’s Shults [sic] 
was appointed a Captain of a company in that same regiment. There is no Captain 
Schutt or Shults in the original lineup of the regiment from 1775 through 1778.  
 
To ensure we have the correct captain, I undertook some additional research to 
clarify the captain’s name. In NARA M881, there are multiple index cards 
compiled under the file of John Scutt. However, when you review the individual 
cards, you will note the multiple spellings of his name, including John and 
Johannes, Scutt, Schutt, and Schult. 
 

 
 
Through all of this information, we can update the service record for Isaac Secor 
as: 
 
Service Description: Capt. John Schutt, Col. Abraham Brinckerhoff, 2nd 
Regiment, Dutchess Co Militia, 1779-1780 
 
Service Source:  Fernow, Docs Rel to the Col Hist of State of NY, “NY in the 
Rev,” Vol 15, pp 279, 467 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



When No Change Is Needed for Roberts! 
 

 
 

Aside from the service of “Land Bounty Rights,” the only time Roberts can be left 
as a service source is if it is accompanied by a better source, and therefore, being 
used as a secondary source. 
 
In the above profile of Jedediah Stevens, we have NARA M881 and Roberts being 
cited as service sources. NARA M881 is the primary service source. However, 
Roberts is still kept as a service source. This is because, as mentioned above, 
NARA M881 may not provide such details as “4th Regiment, Orange County 
Militia,” as the description above shows. Roberts’s book does, however, since his 
book is an index of the original records before the 1911 fire. Since both sources 
refer to the same person, but one enhances the service description, Roberts will be 
kept as a secondary service source so that “4th Regiment, Orange County Militia” 
can be retained as part of the service description.  
 



What Sources can be used instead of Roberts? 
 

• Fernow’s New York In the Revolution, vol. 15 (1887) 
• NARA, M246, Revolutionary War Rolls (fold3, Ancestry) – 138 rolls 
• NARA, M881, Compiled Military Service Records (fold3, Ancestry) – 1,095 

rolls 
• NARA, M853, Numbered Record Books Concerning Military Operation and 

Service… - 39 rolls 
• NARA, M247, Papers of the Continental Congress – 204 rolls 
• Francis B. Heitman, Historical Register of Officers of the Continental Army 

(1973) 
• New York Historical Society: Collections of the NYHS, 1914-1915: Muster 

and Pay Rolls of the War of the Revolution, 1775-1783 (2 vols) 
• The Balloting Book, and other Documents Relating to Military Bounty 

Lands in the State of New York (digitally available on FamilySearch Books) 
• Brendon S. Burns, Filed Deeds Pertaining to the Military Townships of New 

York: Owed to the Veterans of the New York Line & Canadian Refugees… 
(2020) 

• Victor H. Paltisits, ed., Minutes of the Commissioners for Detecting 
Defeating Conspiracies in the State of New York, Albany County Sessions 
1778-1781, 2 vols (1909) 

• Minutes of the Albany Committee of Correspondence 1775-1778 (vol. 1) & 
Minutes of the Albany Committee of Correspondence: Minutes of the 
Schenectady Committee, 1775-1779 (vol 2), both available digitally 

• Public Papers of George Clinton, 10 vols. (published 1899-1914 by the 
State of New York) 

• Calendar of Historical Manuscripts Relating to the War of the Revolution in 
the Office of the Secretary of State (Weed, Parsons & Co., 1868) 

• NOTE: James Roberts and Frederic G. Mather published a supplement of 
New York in the Revolution as Colony and State, containing 2 volumes. The 
first volume is the same as the 2nd edition from 1898. The caveats still apply. 
The second volume contains more usable information, including better lists 
for the Land Bounty Rights, various committees, and some other patriotic 
service 

• New York State Archives, Auditor General: New York Audited Accounts, 
1775-1794, Account Books A-B 

• These include abstracts of pay and ration rolls for militia officers, private 
soldiers, any pay to pensioners or families of deceased soldiers, some marine 
service, subsistence and supplies, window lead claims, etc. 



• An index to those persons found therein can be found at: 
www.archives.nysed.gov/research/name-index-by-series/A0870/S 

• The images are also digitized on the NYSA website 
 
 

 
 

[Above: examples of pages from the New York Audited Accounts. These are 
available through the digital collections of the New York State Archives 

website. All of these documents have suffered fire damage, but most 
information contained therein is mostly intact.] 

 

http://www.archives.nysed.gov/research/name-index-by-series/A0870/S


What are Land Bounty Rights? 
 
 

• Land bounty rights were issued as part of an incentive under the act of New 
York Legislature passed 11 March 1780, entitled, “An Act to raise troops for 
the defence [sic]…of the frontiers.” This was renewed through subsequent 
acts passed 10 March 1781 (“An act to raise troops for the immediate 
defense…”) and 17 November 1781. 

• The November 1781 act ordered that a number of troops “not exceeding 
1,500 men, should be raised for the defence [sic] of the frontiers…for any 
time, not exceeding one year from the first day of January then next [1782].” 

• 1,500 men were to be raised, consisting of inhabitants over the age of 16 
years (except persons of the gospel). 

o All of the men were to be sorted into classes of 15 men by the officers 
of the commanding regiments. 

o Each officer was to “cause one man to be raised from each class, 
armed and accoutered.”  

o The classes were to be responsible for their men “until delivered and 
mustered at the places of rendezvous herein after appointed.” 

• The failure to appoint an able-bodied man from each class resulted in “a 
detachment of an able-bodied man…to be detached from among them by the 
commanding officer of the regiment, within five days after notice of such 
delinquency.” 

• Any officer refusing to comply was penalized the sum of 20 pounds gold or 
silver at his own expense. 

• Every class, after the period of 20 days of being notified to select a man, was 
to be entitled to the gratuity of 200 acres of unappropriated lands. 

• If an able-bodied man was selected by the class to serve a term of 3 years 
during the war in the NY Line (and obtained a certificate), the class was 
entitled to a bounty of 600 acres of unappropriated lands. 

o If the class selected such a man for a term of 2 years for either of the 
two regiments raised by the act passed 10 March 1781 (in the NY 
Line), the class was entitled to a bounty of 350 acres of 
unappropriated lands.  

 
 
 
 
 



• In NYSA 0200, the documents comprising the Land Bounty Rights include: 
 

• The declaration and assignment of land bounty rights – this included 
the men of the class (with commanding officer), signing the 
declaration, conveying all their right, title, etc. to the class right for 
procuring a man and enlisting him into service. 

• A certificate of the Muster Master of New York for delivering the said 
able-bodied man into service. 

• Application for a certificate: as most persons sold their rights to the 
bounty land, this application applied for the bounty right to be located 
for the assignee. 

 

 
[Above: a declaration and assignment of land bounty rights from the 1st Regiment 
of Albany Co, NY, March 1782. This document would identify all of the men of a 

particular class, which generally represented a specific community or vicinity.] 
 



 
 

[Above: a certificate from the Muster Master, Jacob John Lansing, signed 3 July 
1782, certifying that Christopher Coats of New York had passed the muster. Coats 

also signed over his right and title to his bounty unto the person who enlisted 
Coats. These printed certificates predicated a person being enlisted into one of the 

two state regiments from a particular class. They can often identify the residence of 
the recruit/soldier. Many of these certificates have suffered burn damage, but 
where information is lost, the missing information can be ascertained through 

reviewing other similar certificates; all the information was similarly completed. 
These certificates are largely dated throughout the years 1781-1782, mustering 

men for the ensuing year.] 
 



• When using James Roberts’s New York in the Revolution for Land Bounty 
Rights: 

• Your ancestor must have been over the age of 16 years as of March 
1781 

• Your ancestor must have been alive between March 1781 and 1 
January 1782, when the classes were raised and ordered to raise an 
able-bodied man for service into the state line.  

• If your ancestor died during the period of 1781-1782, you will need to 
try and track down the original certificate to determine the date the 
class subscribed to the declaration and assignment of bounty rights 
(and whether you have the correct person!) 

• If your ancestor died prior to March 1781, sorry, he’s not the man of 
that name found in the Land Bounty Rights lists! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How may bounty lands help out my research? 
 

• Bounty lands for New York veterans were only issued to those who enlisted 
in the New York state line, in either of the state’s two regiments, under the 
act passed by NY Legislature on 20 March 1781 (except for those soldiers 
who were killed in the service during the war) 

• This act established a military tract in the remote part of the state as 
part of a plan to boost enlistment in the state’s line to maintain its 
quota. 

• The act of NY Legislature passed on 23 March 1782 set forth to create two 
regiments to be raised in the New York Line of the U.S. Army’ 

• As part of this act, the state promised a gratuity unto each private 
soldier of 500 acres for their service, in addition to any gratuity 
offered by the Continental Congress (which was offering an additional 
gratuity of 100 acres for private soldiers). This meant a minimum of 
600 acres for each private soldier enlisted (this also included non-
commissioned officers). 

• Chaplains were entitled to 2,000 acres from the state; captains and 
regimental surgeons entitled to 1,500 acres; majors 2,000 acres; 
Lieutenant Colonels, 2,250 acres; Colonels, 2,500 acres; Brigadier-
Generals, 4,250 acres; Major-Generals, 5,500 acres.  

• On 11 May 1784, another act was passed by New York, authorizing the 
Surveyor-General to lay out townships in squares in the Military Grant, each 
township containing 24,000 acres, each township to be subdivided into 200 
acres each. However, this act was ineffective under the preceding acts.  

• On 5 May 1786, the NY legislature extended the authority of the 
Commissioners of the NY Land Office, which consisted of the Governor, Lt. 
Governor, Speaker of Assembly, Secretary of State, Attorney General, 
Treasurer, and Auditor. The act enlarged the size of the townships to 64,000 
acres each. 

• An act passed 20 March 1788 ordered all persons with military certificates 
on bounties of unappropriated lands to make out their respective locations 
before 1 July 1789. To enact this legislation, New York extinguished land 
rights of the Onondaga and Cayuga Nations. These were fully extinguished 
by 1789 by treaties at Fort Stanwix. 

• The act of 28 February 1789 made the final adjustment to the grant: 25 
townships consisting of 60,000 acres each, to be subdivided into 100 lots in 
square form, each lot containing 600 acres.  



• The surveying of the townships did not officially begin until after 22 April 
1789, at a meeting of the commissioners. However, it took over a year for 
surveying to complete. 

• Another meeting held 16 April 1790 ordered public notice to be published, 
ordering all persons entitled to military bounties to exhibit their claims 
before the Secretary’s Office at New York City by 1 July 1790.  

• At the commissioners’ meeting held on 3 July 1790 in New York City, the 25 
townships were officially named. Eventually, between 1791 and 1795, three 
more townships were created (Junius, Galen, Sterling) 

• A week later, the letters patent were officially being drawn up and assigned 
by lottery. Therefore, bounty lands were not officially issued to the veterans 
and their assignees until the summer of 1790. 

• The act of 11 May 1784 also granted land rights to unoccupied lands for 
Canadian and Nova Scotian refugees. These were signed off by Gen. Moses 
Hazen, Col. James Livingston (both for the Canadians) and Col. Jeremiah 
Throop (the Nova Scotians).  

• Under these terms, the refugees would have to have left Canada on or before 
1 November 1782 and resided within New York in the space of 2 years.  

• These lands for the Canadian refugees were laid out in what is now Clinton 
County, New York, mostly in the towns of Champlain and Plattsburgh. 

• Each was entitled to a lot of 420 acres plus a second lot of 80 acres, making 
each entitled to at least 500 acres.  

• Bounty lands are not necessary in the research of your ancestor unless you 
have a conflict trying to prove the identity of your ancestor.  

• They can be helpful in determining whether an ancestor had heirs.  
• They can be helpful in trying to track down residence or whereabouts after 

the war.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Using Bounty Lands for Research 
 
 

 
 

Always use the “Balloting Book” as a starting point to figure out if your ancestor 
did receive a bounty for his service. In this example, we’re searching for Lewis 

Reiley of the 1st Regiment in Hicks’s company. Note Reiley received bounty in the 
list “The Dead of the Several Regiments,” thus this bounty was granted unto 

Reiley’s heirs.  
 
 
 

 
 

The record above is derived from Fernow’s book. This shows the soldiers of the 1st 
Regiment of the New York State Line. Note, Reiley is found above as “Lewis 

Relay,” enlisting 15 November 1776 and died in the service on 2 December 1778. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The above deed is from the filed deeds, after the deed had been allotted. This is 
found in Cayuga County, New York Filed Deeds A: 348-349 [FHL 853,214]. Here, 

in October 1792, John Riker and wife Martha of New York City, New York, 
quitclaim their rights to the bounty land granted to the heirs of Lewis Relera [sic] 
deceased, wherein Martha was a sister and co-heir of the said soldier. This land 

was for Lot #61 in Township 3 (Cato township), containing 600 acres – this 
matches the township number in the Balloting Book. 

 
Martha Riker did not prove the deed until August 1820 in New York City, by which 
time she stated she was a widow of John Riker Jr. Genealogically, these deeds can 
help us track family members. However, it does also provide some proof that the 

soldier had no descendants and his heirs were his siblings.  
 
 
 
 
 



Further Research on Bounty Lands 
 
 

• The Balloting Book, and Other Documents Relating to Military Bounty 
Lands In the State (available in the DAR Library and FamilySearch Books; 
multiple versions of this book) 

• Cayuga Filed Deeds (recorded books) – these are microfilmed, found in the 
land records in the FamilySearch catalogs for Onondaga Co, NY (the liber 
numbers) or Cayuga Co, NY (the lettered volumes) 

• Also, land records in Clinton Co, NY 
• Vol 15 of deeds in Albany Co, NY, is entirely bounty grants 

transferred through attorneys and assignees. Not a huge book, but 
contains some additional bounties 

• Brendon S. Burns, Filed Deeds Pertaining to the Military Townships of New 
York… (2020, through Amazon Books; copy recently added to the DAR 
Library) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NYC & Long Island: Timeline of Events 
 
 
 

• The New York General Assembly refused the resolutions and proceedings of 
the First Continental Congress in the winter of 1774-75; they were the only 
colonial assembly to do so because they believed provincial houses were the 
proper agencies for soliciting redress for grievances. 

• When New York GA petitioned London in March 1775, London rejected 
their petition because it contained claims about a lack of authority of the 
‘parent state’ to tax colonists, which England felt was impossible to accept. 

• New York sent delegates to the Second Continental Congress in April 1775. 
In May 1775, the First Provincial Congress of NY was established. They 
disarmed Loyalists, urged repeal of unconstitutional laws while recognizing 
England’s right to regulate imperial trade.  

 
• In April 1775, in time for the first NY Provincial Congress, articles of 

association were signed by subscribers in each county, requiring loyalty to 
the American cause. Those who refused were identified in separate lists. 

• Those deemed inimical to the cause were brought before the Committees of 
Safety; if they were not jailed, they were paroled but with strict orders not to 
disregard any resolution or proceeding of the Continental or NY Provincial 
Congress. 

• In January 1776, the American army began raising troops to defend New 
York. 

• In July 1776, General Howe’s army landed at Staten Island, in undefended 
areas, with just under 30,000 soldiers. This was far more than General 
Washington’s army of 19,000 soldiers.  

 
• At the end of August 1776, Howe moved 22,000 men (including 9,000 

Hessians) to Lon gIsland, whereupon the battles of Long Island and 
Brooklyn Heights began.  

• A peace meeting was deployed by Gen. John Sullivan, who was captured by 
Howe on 2 September 1776 but sent on parole to negotiate peace in 
Philadelphia. A Staten Island Peace Conference ensued on 11 September 
1776 with John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Edward Rutledge, but the 
positions were then deemed irreconcilable.  

• Between September and November 1776, the British Army easily overtook 
New York City and Long Island; Washington’s army retreated to New Jersey 



in November 1776. From that point, New York City and Long Island (and 
Staten Island) were held under British occupation. 

 
• New York City was burned on 20 September 1776 by unknown 

circumstances, destroying 10-25% of the city, while other areas were 
plundered. Many which were left uninhabited were assigned to British 
officers, while churches were converted to prisons, infirmaries, or barracks. 
Many occupied homes were billeted to common soldiers. 

• Once the British occupied New York City and Long Island, martial law 
ensued through 1783. All courts were suspended except for some probate 
functions. A Police department was instituted. Loyalist refugees fled into 
New York City and created overcrowding situations, many camping in tent 
cities.  

• Crime and poor sanitation was a persistent issue in New York City until the 
evacuation of 1783. 

 
• Meanwhile, to impose British authority, oaths of allegiance were subscribed 

at various times. 
• Staten Island was the first to subscribe an oath to King George III, imposing 

theirs on 9 July 1776…a week after the first British soldiers and the Royal 
fleet had landed there.  

• Queens County subscribed their loyalty oath on 21 October 1776 
• Kings County subscribed their loyalty oath on 2-3 December 1776 
• New York City (and outward/county) took their official oath in January-

February 1777, but examples subscribing allegiances took place as early as 
October 1776 during the height of the military activities of the Long Island 
campaign. 

• Suffolk County subscribed their loyalty oath in lists that were compiled by 
November 1778. 

 
• Many Long Island refugees had begun fleeing inland into CT in the summer 

and fall of 1776, prior to or during the activity of the Long Island campaign. 
Many New York City residents also fled upstate or inland during this period. 

• Multiple patrolling marches of the British army occurred on Long Island 
through 1780. However, by the end of 1781, when Lord North’s power had 
passed, British patrol activities declined on Long Island. Orders for peace 
were issued for 1782, though full peace (Treaty of Paris) did not occur until 
1783.  



• The British army regularly employed the local militia for muster but relied 
on local residents and Loyalist refugees for many of the Loyalist regiments 
that fought on the battleground outside the region. 

 
• Those residents who stayed behind were often subjected to many conditions: 

• Families were frequently maimed by rebel scouting parties, who 
frequently landed ashore, plundered estates, and stole provisions. 

• The same occurred to families by British soldiers. There were multiple 
court martials for some soldiers accused of severe acts.  

• Many men were subjected to carting provisions and expeditions for 
the army, or were ordered to work on building fortifications, stealing 
provisions and livestock from farms for the army, etc. 

• Many families held American prisoners (including those on parole) in 
their households; many were reimbursed for these services.  

 
• In the spring of 1783, many town officials on Long Island started working 

with reconciliation with the mainland, particularly asking for measures to 
partake in the gubernatorial election of Governor George Clinton. 

• In May 1783, Huntington’s town officials ordered all unpaid claims for 
services during the war be collected for reimbursement. It appears other 
towns followed the same around this time. Many of these claims, however, 
were directed to the Board of Claims, a British authority. There is little to no 
evidence many of these claims were reimbursed. None appear to have been 
directed to an American authority for reimbursement. 

• The evacuation of New York City and Long Island occurred 25 November 
1783. General Washington marched through NYC the following day. 



Long Island: What are the LINY Codes? 
 

 
 

Above:  The above profile is an example of a profile containing the “LINY” 
ancestor code. All other fields of this profile do meet the normal requirements for a 
complete GRS patriot profile.  
 
 

• LINY Codes were established in March 2020 
• These codes are applied to all patriots in the DAR database residing at any 

point in any areas of New York under British occupation from 1776 through 
1783 (i.e., New York City, Long Island, Staten Island).  

• The LINY code does not “close” the patriot 



• The LINY code is a flag to all prospective applicants to check their 
ancestor’s patriotic service record prior to submitting an application or 
supplemental application. The code is placed to ensure his service record is 
not dotted with any Loyalist activities or an oath to the King. 

• If the service record is deemed clear of Loyalist activity, or the last known 
activities of the patriot ancestor is for patriotic service, the LINY code will 
be removed by the verifying genealogist. 

 
• The LINY codes should not be treated as a closed ancestor. However, for 

many Long Island residents, it is very possible they would be closed due to 
Loyalist activities, such as taking an oath of allegiance to King George III, 
carting provisions, etc.  

• The inspection of the service record is done based on the best possible 
research at the time of review.  

• Once the LINY code is removed, it does NOT mean the patriot’s 
service record cannot be closed for any reasons in the future. It is 
always possible additional evidence could surface in the future that 
may close his profile on the grounds of service.  

• The LINY code is removed for the benefit of both the members and 
the genealogists. In the past, Staff Genealogists have always stressed 
reviewing the patriot’s service record when an application was 
received for any NYC/Long Island patriot. This has long been a time-
consuming process. 

• By flagging all NYC/Long Island patriots with a LINY code and 
removing them upon a due inspection of their service with an 
application or supplemental application, the Genealogy staff will 
spend less time researching service records and will be able to work 
papers faster.  

• The removal of the LINY codes generally will provide peace of mind to 
future applicants that the patriot’s record is OK for membership. 

• A public comment on the GRS profile will always be placed on the GRS 
profile, indicating a review has been made of the service and he is deemed 
clear of any activities (with a date of review, in case something shall arise at 
a later date). If you see such comments in the profile of a patriot and it states 
the patriot is clear of Loyalist activities, you should be able to proceed with 
membership through that patriot without pause.  

 
 
 
 



 
 

[Above: Many Long Island/NYC patriot profiles have not been updated for many 
years. Regardless of their status, a LINY ancestor code was applied. However, any 
applicant applying through profiles which look like this one must not only review 

the patriot’s service record, they must also do whatever else is required to bring the 
profile up to current guidelines. In this case, the patriot’s residence during the years 

1775-1783 is required, and a copy of the source demonstrating his service is 
required.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

[Above: The above GRS profile is an example of a patriot profile which has since 
had a new member application reviewed since the installation of the LINY codes. 
Even though he has two residences and may not have resided in New York City 

during the occupation, for caution, his profile was coded. Upon review of his 
service activities, he was deemed clear of any Loyalist activities. Therefore, the 

LINY code is now removed and a public comment is available for the public to see 
a review has been made.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

[Above: Another example of a GRS profile which has since been updated to reflect 
the recent review of the patriot’s service record.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHAT CANNOT BE DONE! 
 
 

• The removal of the LINY codes on any DAR patriot is done solely through 
the application process. 

• We cannot remove LINY codes through email or phone calls, Corrections 
Mail, or through any pre-review of the patriot’s profile prior to the 
submission of a DAR application or supplemental.  

• This process means you need to review your ancestor’s Revolutionary War 
activities ahead of submitting your application or supplemental! 

 
 
 
 

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF MY ANCESTOR HAS A LINY 
CODE? 

 
 

• Was the patriot a pensioner? If he received a pension, his service record is 
sufficient.  

• Did the person take any loyalty oath to the British crown? This is usually the 
first action to research if your ancestor remained in New York. 

• Did the person partake in any acts of loyalism or any activities against the 
patriotic cause? 

 
 

PENSIONERS 
 

• For pensioners, the act of receiving a pension is the final act, therefore 
pensioners will be allowed to remain open.  

• If a veteran applied for a pension and it was rejected for want of proof of 
service, his service will be subject to any loyalist activity after the dates of 
his claimed service.  

• If your ancestor took part in Loyalist activities, but his patriotic services are 
prior to the Loyalist activities, unless any patriotic service can be found after 
the last Loyalist activity, his profile will be closed. 

• If your ancestor took part in patriotic service after participating in Loyalist 
activities, his profile can remain open. However, a public comment will 



acknowledge prior Loyalist activity prior to the date of the last known 
Loyalist act (so as to not establish any prior patriotic services). 

 
Where to research Loyalist activities? 

• Brendon S. Burns is publishing an extensive series of Loyalist acts found in 
New York City, Staten Island, and Long Island, called The Loyal and 
Doubtful: Index to the Acts of British Loyalism in the Greater New York and 
Long Island Area 1775-1783 (2023).  These will be made available to the 
public in August 2023.  

• This first series will comprise of 5 volumes of entries compiled in 
alphabetical order, culling from an extensive number of resources 
(each entry will be one sole act, with a description, date, a location if 
known, and the source).  

• A second series will be forthcoming, compiling additional resources 
not fully completed from the first series, plus many other Loyalist 
collections. 

• This index compiles from: 
• Oaths to the king, including the New York City oath that has not been 

previously published. 
• Loyal petitions and memorials (including some not previously 

published) 
• Newspapers, including Loyalist newspapers. 
• American Loyalist claims (for surnames up through letter G) 
• Multiple county histories (including Henry Onderdonk’s books) 
• Order books (such as Gen. DeLancey’s order books) 
• Ward Chipman papers 
• Loyalist muster roll collections (published versions, Canadian 

archives) 
• Book of Negroes (Canadian Archives) 
• War Claims 
• Letters and Correspondence (particularly from Colonial America UK) 
• Proceedings Books of the British Army 
• Town Records collections (mostly Huntington, NY) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

[Above: Image from Brendon S. Burns’s The Loyal and Doubtful series, which will 
outline individual acts of Loyalism found in New York City, Staten Island, and 

Long Island. All sources for each act are cited at the end of each entry. Brief 
descriptions are provided for each; any relevant information for that person is 

included, as well as a general description of the event to illustrate the importance 
of that particular action.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

[Above: Another example from Brendon S. Burns’s The Loyal and Doubtful series. 
As noted, each entry shown is an individual act of Loyalism. Therefore, it is 

possible one person may be listed multiple times. The author has not pre-
researched the individual to ascertain identity. For example, in the image above, 

there are two entries for Luke Elderts; the entries above show they appear as Luke 
Eldert in the original sources (they are combined under spellings in the index for 
easier research). However, it is not assumed they belong to the same person. The 

details provided, however, make it clear both entries belong to a man of that name 
from Queens County, New York. They are also on different dates, one from 

December 1775 and another from October 1776, therefore, it is possible they 
belong to the same man. It is the researcher’s responsibility to be cognizant of this 

information and rule out any conflicting evidence!] 
 
 



The biggest sources are the loyalty oaths to the British crown from 1776 through 
1778…the one below is the entirety of the New York City & County oath in 1777 
(Source: Colonial America UK (website)): 
 

 
 

 



These are part of the 5 lists found in the Andrew Eliot papers that contain the 
loyalty oaths from July 1776 on Staten Island (Source: New York State Library): 
 

 

 



The subscribers of Kings County, in addition to subscribing to the oath, had their 
names published in multiple colonial newspapers! (New-York Gazette, 9 Dec 1776, 
GenealogyBank): 
 

 
 

 
 



If your ancestor resided in Huntington, Suffolk County, New York, the Town 
Clerk’s office for that town has digitized many Revolutionary War-era documents, 
including Loyalist-related documents, war claims, accounts, and other records. 
Access through the Town Clerk website, then under “Town Clerk’s Archives,” 
click “Digital Collection” on the left side.  
 

 
 

 



 
 

Included below is a copy of an oath subscribed by the soldiers in the militia 
company mustered in Huntington, NY, in 1776. Note it states they are serving in 

“his Majestys Service…” 
 

 
 
 
 



Huntington also has their own copy of the inhabitants of the town who took the 
oath to the King in 1778; this is their copy of the oath that is part of the larger 

“Tryon’s List,” thus proving the authenticity of the 1778 oath: 
 

 

 



Other interesting finds which are also covered in The Loyal and 
Doubtful series, but are certainly of interest to researchers… 
 
There is the so-called Loyalist Declaration of Independence, otherwise known as 
the “Petition of 547 Loyalists from New York City, Nov 28, 1776,” digitized 
through the New-York Historical Society Museum & Library. These are original 
signatures, though part of the document is mutilated so there may have been more 
signatures. It should be noted that a review of many of the signatures proves not 
everyone who signed resided in New York City! There are clusters of signatures 
from men in Kings County, Staten Island, and even some towns in Suffolk County! 
 

 
 



 

 
[Above: details from the “Loyalist Declaration of Independence”] 

 



Certificates of Enlistment & Oaths of Fidelity, 1778-1779, Emmerich’s Chasseurs 
(for Westchester Co, NY, but includes some names from surrounding areas, 
including NYC and CT). Digitized by the New York State Library: 
 

 
 

 



Some Steps on How to Review your Ancestor’s Service to 
Remove LINY Codes 

 
 

• Were they refugees? Inspect Frederic Mather’s Refugees of 1776 from Long 
Island to Connecticut 

• Some refugees from NYC and Queens County also in Mather. 
• Refugees from NYC prior to the Battle of New York found in 

Wilson’s Inhabitants of New York 1774-1776 
• Many residents in New York City were reimbursed for window leads from 

the battles in 1776.  
• These are found throughout the NY Audited Accounts (Book A) 
• A published list can be found in Roberts’ New York in the Revolution, 

supplement (vol 2, 1904), pp 65-67 
• Some residents lent money (“pledges”) to New York in 1781/82, and 

reimbursed by the state by 1785. See: New York State Archives, Ser A0005-
78, Journals, Ledgers & Registers of Receipts & Payments by the State, 
Treasurer’s Journal 1784-1789 

• A published list can be found in Roberts’ New York in the Revolution, 
supplement (vol 2, 1904), pp 168-169 

• Various patriotic services can be found in Roberts’s New York in the 
Revolution, supplement (vol 2, 1904) 

• Henry Onderdonk’s Revolutionary Incidents of Suffolk and Kings County, 
which includes some various accounts, names of prisoners, etc. 

• Spy activity can be found in Rose’s Washington’s Spies: The Story of 
America’s First Spy Ring (2006) 

• Various militia lists leading up to the Long Island Campaign (1775 and 
1776) found in Ross & Pelletreau’s History of Long Island, vol. 2 (pages in 
the 560s, 570s) 

• Other refugee lists or resources: 
• From NYC to various counties: in Roberts’s New York In the 

Revolution, supplement (vol 2, 1904), pp 122-125 
• From Long Island to CT: Ibid., pp 131-133 
• Labaree’s Public Records of the State of CT, 1782-1784, containing 

memorials from refugees (most seeking permission to return to NY) 
• War Claims 

• Select towns began collecting unsatisfied services and claims for loss 
of property in May 1783, for reimbursement. 



• It appears these claims were gathered but never submitted (i.e., 
Smithtown, some from Huntington) 

• There is no evidence at this time these claims were geared towards the 
Board of Claims, a British-established entity for reviewing losses and 
claims of American Loyalists, but there is ample evidence of other 
claims (outside these town collections) being reviewed. 

• Please cross-examine claims with the Loyalist claims to make sure 
they were not actually reimbursed (Peter W. Coldham’s American 
Migrations 1765-1799) 

• War claims for property stolen or pressed by the British may be used 
for “suffered depredation” 

• Many claims included services rendered by claimants. These are NOT 
acceptable and will negate earlier claims.  

 
 

WAR CLAIMS 
 

 
 

[Above: These war claims from the town of Huntington are all for services 
rendered by the claimants to the British, on the date of the receipt/claim for each. 
Therefore, these claims would negate any services prior to the date found on 
each claim because the claimant performed service for the British, despite not 

being reimbursed.] 
 
 



 
 

[Above: These war claims, also from Huntington, NY, however, prove property that 
was taken from the property owner/claimant and never returned or reimbursed. 

This is not a Loyalist activity – these claims exhibit “suffering depredation,” based 
on the date of the claim. For instance, for Timothy Smith, he claims four 

reimbursements for property never returned or paid in October 1776. Therefore, 
this “depredation” would apply for October 1776. However, if he took an oath to 
the king in 1778 in Suffolk County, this prior service would be negated. On the 

other hand, for Abijah Ketcham, his claim is for December 1779. If he took an oath 
in 1778, this claim for depredation would provide him with patriotic service. The 

claims are evaluated based on the language of the claim itself, as long as the 
claimant did not render service to the British themselves!] 

 
 

• Most War Claims from Huntington and Smithtown do not appear in any of 
the Loyalist Claims at all. It does not appear they ever made their way to the 
Board of Claims in 1783, and it is not fully understood who was going to 
reimburse them. Smithtown’s claim papers never left the town (now called 
the “Blydenburgh Manuscript”), and Huntington has their own collection of 
war claims (published and also digitized). 

 
• For War Claims, inspect the American Loyalist Claims collections (on 

Ancestry) to check and make sure the claimants didn’t receive 
reimbursement. Namely, inspect American Loyalist Claims, AO 12, 1st 
Series, Piece 115: Recapitulation of Claims, 1783-1790, for any claims 



admitted. Those disallowed meant they were rejected. Book is arranged 
alphabetically, includes state of residence. Not many Long Islanders. 

 

 
 
[Above: Image from the Recapitulation of Claims book, showing those American 
Loyalist claims which were granted reimbursement. There is no evidence at this 

time distinctly showing the Huntington or Smithtown war claims were to be 
collected for the same agency. However, some claimants applied directly to the 

Board of American Loyalist Claims (Loyalist Claims Commission) in 1782-1783 
(or applied directly to the British Treasury after 1783), and those claims must be 

weighed against any other claim or service record!] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMARY FOR LONG ISLAND/NYC ANCESTORS 
 
 

If you ancestor resided within the British Lines between the end of 1776 and 1783, 
you should first: 

• Search for proof of taking an oath to King George III (1776-1778)  
• Search for proof of serving in a Loyalist regiment or in the militia 
• Make sure he did not petition for reimbursement for services or goods 

directly from the British Treasury 
• Make sure he made no claims for losses to the Loyalist Claims Commission 

(or receive any temporary support from the British Treasury, 1778-1783) 
• Make sure he wasn’t publicly posting support for the British or openly 

declaring themselves subjects of the British crown (check petitions, 
newspapers) 

 
 
If you ancestor resided within the British Lines between the end of 1776 and 1783, 
you should first: 

• CHECK YOUR ANCESTOR’S RECORD DURING THE ENTIRETY OF 
THE WAR! Do not just conclude your research once you find an act of 
patriotic service! 

• If your ancestor did participate in a Loyalist event, such as taking an oath of 
allegiance to the British, your search must focus on finding patriotic service 
after the date of that Loyalist act…all prior service is negated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LASTLY, JUST A REMINDER… 
 
“Unfailing loyalty”…this has been a standard part of the Eligibility Clause on all 
DAR applications since 1894! This is why we stress the review of the full service 
record on all New York/Long Island patriots! This is not a new procedure or 
guideline! 
 
 

 
[Above: from National No. 9,000 in 1895] 
 
 

 
[Above: from National No. 400,000 in 1951] 
 
 

 
[Above: from National No. 1,000,000 in 2019] 
 

 


